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2, Second Edition ( with the Addition of « ned 
ted Horſtbreak, carioufly tngraved;  al/e. Td 
man's Monthly Calendar, (brewing the bell ll 
eaſy Method fer raiſing and cultivating er 
Seed belonging to a Kitchen and Flame - Gar 
neceſſary Infliruftions for ſowing of Berries, 
Seeds, Evergreen, Foreſt Trees, and ſuch u 


per for improving of Land: ) of 


HE Farmer's Iuſtructor: or 

Husbandeen and Gardener's Uſeful au i 
$ ſary Companion. Being. A new Preatiſe of Hui 
W Gard:ning, and other curious Matters rels 
Country Aﬀairs, Containing a pain and nl 
Method of improving all Sorts of Meadow, 
and Arable Land, &c. and making them product 85 
Crops of all Kind, and at mach leſs than the 
Exp:nce. Giving: an Account now pot LA 
worth above -5 s. an Bere, may be made tons 
good Crops of Grain, Graſs, &c. as the richeſt; 
moſt r:aſonable Expence, by a new Manure, A. 
De of « new-invented excellent Four- Wheel” 
' Plough, and Horſebreak, both ſo light, that ens 4 
may eaſily draw either of them, which are here 
bired, and the Uſes, and Manner of working 1 ful. 
ly explained. With many new, uſejyl, and 
Improvements, never b:joe publ. ſhed. 

by Williem Elli, Farmer, at L1sele | 

Hertfordſpire. * 


dere likewiſe my be bad, Fuft — 


HE Br1TisHn PySIc IAN: or FAMILY 

In ſtructer in the Knowledge of Medicige. 
ferzptions of a | the Diſ.aſes of the human Body, d 9 
Manner ſe familiar and i :telligible, that thoſe & ho H 
ed Phyfick, will be able to diſtinguiſh and thoroughly ' 
them; with Directions in what Manner to west every = 
and Pr iſ{criptions in Engliſh of all the Medicina 


given in Written by George: AupuSine Cl . 
aig Hae, GERT 
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THE 3 


Rach C onwetht 5 


Being a True Relation of the 


Happy Converſjon 


OF A 


Noble French LADY,|}... 


4 FROM α⁰ανο 7 


The Errors and Superſtitions of Pupery, 
to the Reformed Religion by Means of 2 
Proteſtant Gardener her Servant. 


Wherein is feewn, | 


Her Great and Unparallel'd Sufferings, 


on the Account of her ſaid Converſion; as al- 
ſo, her wonderful Deliverance from two Afſ- 
ſaſſins hi ed by a Popiſb Pri:ſt to murder her: 

And of her miraculous Preſervation in a Wood 
for two Years; and how ſhe was at laſt provi-{|] 
dential'y found by her Huſbard, who, together 
with h. r Parents, were brouzht over tothe Em 
bracing of the True Religion, as were divers 
others alſo, 


To which is added, 1 
A Brief. Account of the preſent Severe | 


Perſecutions of the French Proteſtants. | 


| 


The KLlt very Fortron. - 
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Lond in: lr 0 tor C. HiTcn and L Hawss. at the k 85 
1 Red Lim, i Pater Noſte, Rew; and |. Horns at Þ 
the Liebing Gla/ 's, at Lond: n-Bridgez and R. Vat, J 
at the Bible and Su, on Ludgate- Hill, 17 57, | 
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The Copy of a LETTER ſent 
from a French Proteſtant Mini fer in 
France, to his Friend in London, with 
the following Relation. * 


My very good Friend, 


AVING received yours 
13th of April, N. S. Ia 
a little over joyed, even i tuy * 
ing, 10 bear you art ell 

898 ſettled in a Country, where you 


I 
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The Copy of a Letter. c: 
with you and your Family, that you have been 
healthful ever ſince yon departed from me; 
and the reſt of your dear Friends here, ibo 
mam of us, and particularly myſelf, la- 
bour under many Sufferings and Afflictions; 
J having ( with many others ) languifhed a 
long Time in Priſon, for the ſake of a good 
Conſcience, affiifted with much Sickneſs, 
Reaſon of my cloſe Conſinement, which (bleſſed 
be the Name of Ged enabling me) I have 
borne with Patience; though many bave died 
unde, ied of their cruel Perſecutors, yet the 
* Cry of innocent B'ood may in Time make 
* zhem cry, How hard it is to kick againſt 
the Pricks; yet my Prayers are, that inſtead 
of ſending any fearful Fudgment on theſe Po- 
piſnh Adverſaries, God would turn their 
Fo Hearts, enlighten their Underſtandings, make 
them ſee the Error of their Ways, and repent 
of the many Evils they have aone to the Poor 
- Proteliants, without any manner of Cauſe or 
Provocation, to whom their Rage and Ma- 
lice extend even beyond Death; for they ſtill. 
continue their old Way of adewying them 
» Chriſtian Burial. But this is all our Com- 
fort, It matters not where our Bodies 
lie, if fo be our Souls are infolded in 
- Chriſt's Arms. Yet among the Miſeries and 
Threats of Death, which I have undergone 


= in 
IN 5 


+ #% >. a , » 
1 . , " a - 
2 1 * b . ; 
"Fi 1 N | | 1 * | . 


— „ * Vw - - * — 
P wet >. af et tee, Ae. 4 
\ a 


VF UG OY «4 K Fe] ”oC_mﬀ—rc—g y_—rocn—cc TC —_— x by - 
, 5 - N * * — "a". a» — — = od ws 


The Copy of a Letter, &c. 
in taking care of the ſpiritual Welfare of thoſe 
that God has committed to my Charge, I can- 
not but be greatly comforted when you tell me 
the French Proteſtant Church in England 
flouriſhes, and that the Members of it walk 
worthy of their Calling, gaining by their in- 
offenſive way of Living, a good Repute among 
Strengers, when in their native Country ſo 
much Inhumanity appears towards thoſe of the 
| Reformed Profeſſion , for the Perſecution in 
many Places rages ſtill by their impoveriſping 
of Thouſands of Families. But not to be te. 
dious to you, having, nothing left to end you 1 
but my good Wiſhes and Prayers, except the ins 
cloſed Account of a very ſtrange but bleſſea Al-. 
teration in the Family of the Count Alanſon, 
a worthy Nobleman, well known io you, I haue 
dracon it up upon the ſtritteſt Enquiry inis 
the Truth of all the material Circumjlances, -as * 
well as my Sufferings, and ſpare no Time that © 
the Care of thoſe under my Charge would per. 
mit; and ſend it to you as a Token of my Love, 
* for the many Kinaneſſes I have received at your 
Hands; and that ſo you might communicate it 
| to others, and make-it publick if you ſee Occa- 
es ion; that all may be mad: ſenſible of the 
in wonderful Goodneſs of Almighty God, 
2 and praiſe him for the Works he doth 
c unto the Children of Men. For the Cr. 
1 ꝙ9a 4 _  tainly il 
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The Copy of a Letter, Sc. 
lainty of what I have written, tho* I have been 
obliged for Mei bod. ſale to uſe a few Expreſ- 
fions of my own, you may firmly rely on my In- 
* degrity, who am always a Welliwiſber to the 
Health of yaur Soul and Body, 


A. D*Auborn- 


THE. 


n- 


sees ; 
THE 


French CoNVERT, &c, 


N writing 6f the following Relation, ' 
wherein injured Innocence and oppreſ- 
ſed Virtue does fo eminently triumph” 3 
over all the Rage and Malice, both of Men 
and Devils, I ſhall not ſtudy to adorn my 
Stile with Flowers of Rhetorick, but lead 
thee by the Clue of Truth into the adorable 7 
Myſteries of Divine Providence, which ars 
here diſplayed in ſuch a Series of Wonders 3 
as can ſcarce be parallel'd. As an Intro- 
duction to which, I will a little conſider”? 
how the Divine Goodneſs delights 6 
bring Light out of Darkneſs, and make 
even the Wicked confound themſelves: i 
their own Devices, that out of their eval 
Deſigns he may bring Good to paul 
For, as Foſeph's being ſold into EG YYY, 
and there falſly accuſed of Adultery, ad- 
vanced him next to a Throne, and turned 
to the Shame of his accuſing Miſtreſs and 
treacherous Brethren; ( tho? at the begin 
ning, God meant it for Good ), that ha 
3 As | 
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% J% FRENCH Convert, 


mies, the 


might be inftrumental to preſerve, his Fa- 
ther and his Houſhold alive, and turned 
the Malice of the Patriarchs into a Bleſſing: 


So the Miſeries and extraordinary Sufferings Þ 


of the noble Lady whoſe Story I am going 


do recite, were made ueſ of by Divine Pro- 


vidence, as a means of the Converſion of 
her Huſband, Parents and many others, 10 
the true Religion; which, as ſhe has often 
ſince ſaid, has been a very ample and glorious 
Recompence. But I ſhall not anticipate 


what with more Satisfaction you will find 


in the Relation itſelf; which take as fol- 
lows. 


In Briany, one of the faireſt Provinces 
of France, there lately lived Alanſon, a 


Perſon of noble Extraction, and of an 
Eſtate ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his 
Birth, and thoſe noble Qualities that en- 
riched his Mind. Who being a Lover 
of Military Actions, was calily perſuaded 


to ſerve the King in the Wars, where 
having an eminent Command given him, 


he behaved himſelf with a Bravery as 
gained him the Admiration of his Ene- 
e of his Friends, and freſh 
his King, who took partt- 


> cular Notice of his great Performance, 


But 


be divided between Love and Hense 


The FRENCH Convert, | Er 
But in the Intervals of two or three Cam- 
paigns, he caſt his Eyes upon one Deidamia, 
a young Lady of a Quality rot inferior to 


' himſelf in Birth, whoſe Beauty and Virtue 


were equally attractive: To her he made his 
Addreſſes, and the Equality of their Birth, 
and the Suitableneſs of their Diſpoſitions, 
made his Conqueſt the more eafy ; fo that 
in a little Time they were contraſted and 
married, to their mutual Joy and Satisfac- 
tion. | 
This happy Couple having for a whole 
Winter enjoyed the Bleſſing of each other's 
mutual Love and endearing Affections, with 
out the leaſt Umbrage of any interpoſing 
Cloud that might give any Allay to ther 
Happineſs; at lenght the Spring came on, 
and the Armies gathering together, ſummon? 
ed Alanſon from the Repole he took in the 
ſoft Embraces of his chaſte and loving Wie 


to the Field of War, to act his Part agait 


upon that Stage of Honour, where he hag 
already acquired ſo much Reputation. A 
he never ſeemed fo unwilling to cout 
Fame abroad as now, ſince he muſt of 
neceſſity leave behind him the deareſt Pai 
of himſelt; he had many Strugglings 
Combats in his Mind, which feemed- 0 
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unwilling to have his Reputation ſullied: 
And theſe different Paſſions in the Mind 
cauſed ſuch an Alteration in his Counte- 
nance, that it was taken Notice of by his 
Lady, who not knowing the Cauſe, was the 
more troubled at it; and therefore follow - 
him one Day into the Garden, whither 
bhe had retired to conſider with himſelf what 
| he had beſt to do, ſhe earneſtly preſſed him 
do let her know what it was that troubled 

bim; for ſhe had for ſome Time, ſhe faid, 


dell at what; and ſhe was fearful ſhe might, 
| I though ſhe knew it not, be the Occaſion 
of it; adding, Command me in any thing a 
Wie can juſtly do and Iam all Obedience. 
RE This tender Carriage of his Lady ad- 
ded freſh Fuel to the Fire of his Afflic- 
tions, and made him ftill far more un- 
willing to leave her. Wherefore eauſing 
her to fit down by him, he told her, 
She was indeed the innocent Occaſion of 


erneſs to him had fo engaged his Heart 
to her in a reciprocal Affections, that he 
Knew not how to think of leaving. her, 
h honour loudly called him to the 
Fiel His Lady, * he talked of leav- 


\ 


\| he was loth to leave his Lady, and yet wr 


obſerved he. was diſquieted, but could not 


his Trouble, for her great Love and Ten- 


| ng 


d yet leaving her, was hardly kept from ſwoor-* 


lied: 


vidence are often hard to trace. Hen 
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The FRENC H Convert. 


ing in his Arms, and could not forbear 
faying, What! muſt we part then? ah 
wretched Deidamia! and ſtraiĩtway ſhe fell 
a weeping : Her Tears did ſo prevail upon 
the Count, that Love had now obtained an 
entire Victory, and he reſolved to ſtay at } 
Home with Deidamia; and therefore in- 
treated her to dry up her Tears, and be 
comforted ; for he had now come to a Re- 
ſolution, rather to undergo ſome hard Cen- 
ſures for ſtaying at Home, than by go» J 
ing to the Camp to leave his dear Deidamia 
dionfolate—Thele kind Aſſurances of her 
Huſhand gave her that Satisfaction | 
ſoon ſhewed itſelf in a chearful Countena 
And the endearing Expreſſions ſhe” gave 
the Count on that Occaſion, made hig 
conclude they were both happy in each ol 
ther's Love. 

But behold the Inconſtancy of W ond 
Happineſs, and how little we can pra 
miſe ourſelves of it here! We may inet 
deed both purpoſe and reſolve, but wa 
can't ſecure ourſelves from Diſappoin "| 
ments: The Footſteps of Divine Pr 


- 
136. 


it is that we are told by the inſpired: Pal 
man, That the Ways of God * in ti 
EY Deg 
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of that Happineſs which we had promiſed 


ſo diſpoſed and ordered by God's Provi- 
W dence, that in the End they evidently work 
together for their Good. —And thus it fel] 
out in the inſtance before us: For whilſt 
Aaron and his Deidamia delighted in each 
l other, and were both happy in their Con- 
5 Affection, an Accident fell out, that 
1 Pat bim under a Neceſſity of going to the 
mp, which was, That a Colonel's Place 
che Regiment of Picardy being vacant, a 
Relation of Alanſon's at Court, out of a 
bo officious Kindneſs, put the King in 
nd of the good Services of Alan/on, and 
* fired his Majeſty to beſtow that Vacancy 


” 
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ole of his former Bravery and good 
ice) readily conſented, and ordered his 
miſſion to be ſent to him; which was 
ne accordingly. When AHlanſon received 


Deep, and his Paths in the Great Waters, F o 
and bis Footſteps are not noun. And we Par 
ſee often, whatever pleaſing Proſpect of * 
Felicity we have in View, ſome unforeſeen 
Occaſion, or ſudden Turn of Providence, 


deſtroys it, and in a Moment deprives us, 


to our ſelves for many Years: And yet theſe 
Changes, to thoſe that fear the Lord, are 


Jon him: To which his Majeſty (being 


s Commiſſion from the Puriurvate who 
_ brought | 


a) 


Te FRENCH Convert, . 


21ers, brought it, he gave him a generous Re- 
1 we ward for his Pains; but was not very well 
of Pleaſed, neither with the new Honour his 
eſcen 6 had given him, nor with his Kinſ- 
| man's too officious Kindnels in procuring 
| it; becauſe it put him under a Neceſſity of 
ſed parting from his Lady, which gave him a 
eſe very ſenſible Diſpleaſure: But knowing 
are chat by his Commiliion he was engaged too 
Vi. far for a Retreat, his Care was how to 


K make his Deidamia as eaſy as he could; and | 


I] therefore calling her to take a Turn with 
F him in the Garden, and leading her into 
: at. Arbour covered with Jeſſamine, he thus 
began to tell her the unwellcome News that 

had been brought him. My deareſt Deida- 

mia, let me conjure you not to be troubled; 3 

at what I am going now to tell you, but if 

you vill oblige me, do it by ſhewing your 
Reſolution and Fortitude of Mind; and 

et I cannot but own, that our Reſolves, 

«NF like little Heaps of Sand, are quickly, 
brought to nothing; but the Decrees of \* 
Heaven, like the Foundations of the Earth, 
are fixed for ever. I was in this very Ar. 
bour. my deareſt Deidamia, that I reſolved 
to ſtay at Home with thee, and, not re. | 
turn to the Campaign in Flanders and 
appeal to him who knows my Heart. hom 
Eg 
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ede FRENCH Conver:. © 
| firmly I intended; but ſee here, how I amolea 
forced againſt my Will to break my Reſoſkine 
lution; (and with that he ſhewed her the. vert 
Commiſſion the King had ſent him to beſhi 
Colonel of the Regiment of Picarqy) and I quij 
now you ſee, my Deidamia, the Neceſſity I the: 
that ies upon me to leave you for a Time; Nord 
but though our Bodies be divided, we will Na! 
have one Soul and Love whilſt Providence | ſa 
- denies us to live together. And whilſt Jin I FI 
© the Field am fighting for my Country, you an 
& ſhall ſtay here and pray for my Succeſs: I in 
And if it pleaſes God that I return, (which 0 
I do not donbt at all, for Heaven I am 8 
ſure will hear your fervent Praayer) it 1 
1 
a 


will be a new Addition to my Joy, to lay 
thoſe Laurels I ſhall win in Battle, at Dei. 
damias Feet. Poor Deidamia heard this 
heavy News with a ſad Heart, but anſwer- 
ed with Piety and Prudence worthy of her- 
ſelf, that ſince what happened was not 
of his ſeeking, but what the Providence 
of God. had called him to, ſhe thought 
ie was her Duty (though ſhe could hardly 
dg it without Reluctance) to acquieſce 
in the Divine Diſpoſal of human Acti- 
vhs; and would endeavour to ſtifle her 
Reſentments, rather than give him any, 
Farther Trouble: Aanſon being no leis 
Is pleaſed | 


9 
am bleaſed with Deidamia s Prudence than her 
Reſo kind Affection, which he expreſſed by ſe- 
er theſveral tender Things he told her, applied 
to beÞhimſelf to the getting ready of his E- 
and quipage, in order to his Departure; and 
ellity I chen ſettling the Affairs of his Family, 
"Mme; ordered Antonio his Chaplain, who was 
will Ja Friar of the Order of St. Francis, to 
ay a ſolemn Maſs for his Succeſs in the 
lin Field, and the Protection of his Lady 
JOU and Family in his Abſence ; recommend- 
cls: ing his deareſt Deidamia to the Care of An. 
ih tonio his Chaplain, and Fronovius his 
IM Steward to his Houſhold, in theſe Words: 
It To your Care, in my Abſence, I recom-4 
ay mend the Safety and Welfare of my below 
- ed Lady, the moſt virtuous and loving 
18 Wives; and charge you, as you expect 
anſwer it to God and me, be obedient to 
all her Commands; comfort and cheriſh her 
e in her Solitude, and ſee that all my Do- 
£ meſticks pay che like exact Reſpects. This 
r and much more, they faithfully pro- 
miſed to obſerve. Then giving liberally 
to each Servant, and having Notice that 
his Equipage was ready, and divers Gen- 
tlemen on Horſeback waited” to accom- 
pany him, he took his folemn Leave of 
his dear Deidamia, whoſe ſad preſaging 4 
: Heart 
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10 Te FRENCH convert. 
Heart was overcome with Grief to thabbe 1 
Degree, that ſhe could only ſpeak theſſand 
few prophetick Words, Ah, my dea Dei. 
Lord, may Heaven prevent my Fears! Bufed | 
my poor Heart fore-bodes that this will bę Bre 
a long and fatal Parting. To which theo! 
Count replied, Do not caſt down thy his 
ſelf, dear Deidamia, by the indulging off fed 
ſuch melancholy Fancies; but affure your- 
ſelf, YI haſten my Return as much as 
1 and I will fend to you as often a 
can. And in the mean Time ſhall com- 
mit you to the Protection of the Almighty, 
the bleſſed Virgin Mother, and all the B 
& holy Saints and Angels; and ſealing his] f. 
Affection on her Lips with gentle Kiſſes, he 
took his Leave of her, and rid away; not} 1 
thinking he had left an innocent Dove to ff | 
the Protection of two ravenous Vultures. || 
| It is not much to my Purpoſe to tell! 
f you, how well he was received at the 
4 Head of his Command by the Duke of 

' Laxemburgh, or what brave ER his 
Courage carried him through, fince nei- 
ther Fame, nor the publick News from 
Paris have been wanting to ſpeak his 
Commendation : I therefore omit it, (un- 
leſs in ſome Paſſages, where it will, in 
the Thread of this amazing Relation, 
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2 The FRENCH Convert. 11 
to thaſbe neceſſary to mention ſome Particulars) 
© theſſand ſhall continue with the ſorrowful 
dea Deidamia, who after his Departure, ſeem- 
$! Bufjed to have baniſhed all Comfort from her 
vill beBreaſt ; all that ſhe found was in her De- 
h the votions and Prayers to Almighty God, for 
his Protection and ſafe Return, greatly af- 
ng offf ſecting Solitude; and as much as ſhe could, 
| avoided the Viſits of divers Ladies, who (as 
they ſay) came to make her merry, and 
divert her Melancholy, ſhe being very 
well beloved, both by the Nobility and 
Gentry for her comely Carriage, modeſt 
Behaviour, Su eetneſs of Temper, and At- 
fability. » x 
In the Cool of the Day ſhe uſually made 
it her Buſineis to retire into her Garden pen- 
five and alone, it being by the Care and 
Diligence of the Gardener, kept and ordered 
like another Paradiſe, ſtored with great va- 
riety of choice Plants and Flowers, adorned 
with pleaſant Fountains, and ſeveral delight- ! 
ful Arbours, ſhaded over with inter- twining 
Feſſamine, in one of which ſhe and her abſent 
Lord had paſſed ſome joyful, as well as fad 
Hours, and at the Remembrance of them 
m- would ſadly weep, then pray (according to 
in | the Cuſtom of the Papiſts, who allow pray- 
n, | ing to Saints) to the 1utelary Saints for his 
Protection > 
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denly ſtarted up, and ſeeing his beauti- 
ful Lady near him, was a little fur- 
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and therefore imagined it might adminiſter 
ries of Gardening thinking it no under- 


Princes, and other great and wiſe Men had 
| voluntarily become of this Occupation: That 
Adam, when Governor of all the World, 
was employed in it by GOD himſelf; 1o that 


Ear, (his Back being towards her) being 


— o — h 


Protection: And ſo drying up her Tears 
would walk thence again, taking but littiq 
Reſt in any Place: But one Time paſſing 
by a Bed of Tulips, ſhe eſpied Bernard 
her Gardener (for ſo he was called) buſſy in 
watering, them and erefting ſuch as de. 
clined their drooping Heads, occaſioned 
by the Heat of the Sun's too ſcorching 
Beams; ſhe had often in this Man obſerved 
a harmleſs native Innocence, accompanied 
with acute Ingenuity, (and indeed a Gar- |, 
dener, who underſtands his Buſineſs as he * 
ought to do, muſt be an ingenious Man) 


rev 
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to her ſome Advantage to hold Diſcourſe X 
with him in what related to che Myſte- 


valuing, tho* he was her menial Servant, 
ſince ſhe had often read, That Kings, 


coming cloſe to him, whilſt his Hands 
were buſted at his Work; the Man by his 


informed of ſomebody's Approach, ſud- 


prized 7 


. 


Fears 


S fell you, I am no Eye fervant, as well knowing 
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rized, and would have retired to give her 


he more Freedom in her Walks, but ſhe. 
zrevented him, by ſaying, Bernard, Pray do 


Shot let me hinder you in your Bufmeſs 5; I come 
Aon purpoſe to obſerve your Dexterity in Gar- 


dening; T ſee you mind it with a juſt Diligence, 


I sbough your Lord is abſent. Madam ( replied. 


he) I beg your Ladyſhip's Pardon, in that I 


I wuſt give an Account to God, as well as to 
Man, if I am negligent in what I promiſe to 
perform, and am intruſted with. Deida- 
mia ſtood ſurprized at the Man's plain, 
but ingenuous Reply; and changing ſome- 
what the Manner of her Diſcourſe, aſked - 
him divers Queſtions about the Virtues, 
Natures, Qualities, and Production of Flow- 
ers and Plants, &c. in all which he fatis- 
fied her to her Admirationz by which 
ſhe perceived him better learned in the. 
Myſteries of Nature, than ſhe expected from 
one of his Profeſſion, And to be brief, ſne 
often held ſuch innocent Converſation” - 
with him, when at any Time ſhe: found 
him buſy in the Garden, being much; 
delighted to hear him diſcourſe how 
much of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God might be learned from the Works 
of Creation; for he had-a peculiar ray 


— 
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and making his Buſineſs ſerve, like Jacob's ng 
Ladder, to carry him from Earth to Hea- 


yen, Which ſometimes cauſed her to re- 
flect, that this Man was ſomething more 
than he appeared to be, (in which indeed 
ſhe was not much miſtaken) ſo that enter- 
taining a good Opinion of him, ſhe order- 
ed his Lodging to be changed for a better; 
and his coarſe and homely Commons to 
be enlarged, above what was uſual to thoſe 
of his Profeſſion and Degree. 

But now Antonio the Chaplain, however 


he had appeared like a Saint to his Maſter, 


began to ſhew himſelf a Devil to his Miſ- 
treſs, and too plainly ſhewed his cloven 
Foot; for tho! above Fifty Years of Age, 


he had for ſome Time harboured luſtful 
Deſires towards the fair and beautiful Dei- 
| Jamia, that he was now reſolved to attempt 


her Chaſtity. And tho? her Virtue and her 
ſpotleſs Chaſtity might very well have kept 
him from purſuing his unclean Deſires, yet 
he flattered himſelf with Hopes of obtain- 
ing his End, by corrupting her Judgment : 
In which he found himſelt very much mi- 


ſtaken, as the Sequel will declare. For 
the Divine Goodneis had a farther Work 


to do for Deidamia, who being altogether 


b. ignorant 


of Spiritualizing his Employment, Ie 


nent, 
aob's 
Hea- 


re- 
nore 
leed 
ter 
der- 
cer; 
} to 
joſe 
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gnorant of what this Wretch deſigned 
againſt her Honour, frequented her be- 


loved Garden as ſhe uſed to do; and one 


vening hearing the Gardener reading in, 

lonely Arbour, where he thought him- 
ſelf ſecure (for he had induſtriouſly con- 
cealed his being a Proteſtant from any of 
the Family) her Curioſity to hear him, 
made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly that he could 
not hear her: He was then reading the 
firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
from the 2oth to the End of the 23d 
Verſe, viz, *© For the inviſible things of 
him from the Creation of the World are 
clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead ; ſo that they are without Ex- 
cuſe, becauſe that when they knew God, 
they. glorified him not as a God, neither 
were , thankful, but became vain in their 
Imaginations, and their fooliſh Hearts were 
darkened; profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe 


| they became Fools, and changed the Glory 


of the uncorruptible God, into an Image 
make like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, 
and four. footed Beaſts. and creeping Things. 
Having thus fir proceeded, he pauſed, 
and with Eyes lifted up to Heaven, gave 


| Glory unto God, that he had preſerved 


him- 
0 — 


* 


— — 
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him blamelefs from theſe Offences againſtfing 
his divine Majeſty, which thro* IgnoranceÞSea 
and Superſtition had over-ſpread the greateſt Bib 
Part of Europe. O Lord, continued he, bee 
I humbly beſeech thee, as I have alreadyſhea 
ſuffered Perſecution for thy Name's ſake, Iſhe 
and for the ſake of a good Conſcience, ſoſ the 


never let me depart from the Ways of thy ma 


Truth, to change thy incorruptible Glory in- Fl 
to an Image made like corruptible Man: ”Jhir 
And when he had ſaid this, Tears ſtood in] co. 
his Eyes, and his Words were ſucceeded by fo 
Sights. the 
Deidamia, who had all this while at- Ino 
tentively liſtened, found ſomething in Ilie 
her Mind that made a ſudden uneaſy Al- Izli 
teration, and thought to have gone away un- Ni 
diſcovered; but then again, her Zeal for the |: 
Romiſb Religion, which ſhe thought he had | WT! 
reproached by deteſting Image-worſhip, R. 
carried her ſo far as ſhe reſolved to give him ſ tie 
a ſharp Reprimand, leſt he perſiſting ſur- 
ther, until diſcovered by others, might ruin i in 
himſelf; tho' her Goodneſs and gentle Na- in 
ture was not for working him any Injury Jan 
by revealing it. But never was Man more [bu 


ſurprized than Bernard, when he ſaw her, IA 
whom at that Time of Day he little fuſ-Jy9 
pected, as not being ulual; yet collect- J 


ing 


+. 


ainſt 


ancefſSeat, and withal endeavoured to hide his 
ateſtBible under his Coat, thinking "the had - 
he, {been newly come, and might neither have 
eadyf heard him read, not ſeen his Bible; bot 
ſake, 
, io 
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ſhe in a frowning maaner, contrary "© 


the wonted Sweetnels of her Temper, co 


manded him to deliver it to her, that the 
Flames might conceal his Fault, and told 


175 
ing his ſcattered Senſes, he aroſe from his 


him, ſhe would not for that Time dii- 


cover his being converſant with a Bock 
ſo ſtrictly by the Church prohibited to 
the Laity ; for (continued ſhe) it is e- 
nough that we believe as the Church be- 
lieves, without farther Diſpute, or puz- 
zling ourſelves with thoſe Scruples and 
Niceties which, m all Probability, we 
may make a falſe Conſtruction of, and 


wreſt even thoſe Scriptures, that are the 
Rule of our Faith, to our own Damna- ' 


tion. | 


This /ſmart' Diſcourſe, add the Brpwne' 


in the fair Deidamia's Countenance did not 


in this Caſe ſo much daunt Bernard as in 
another of leſs Concern it might have done, 
but with ſome. Aſſurance, he rephy'd, A,, 


Madam! I little thought of being fur pris by 


youal n Devotions, bit ſince lam, 1cannot gun. 
what you demand; rather you may command my: 
" B * : 


. 
= 
— 
" 
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Errors and groſs Idolatries, 


or elſe, what'is worſe, a Heretick: I todk 


Hart, n. if $1, Paul ad 
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Body to the Flames, and as a willing Mart 
J «will ſooner go, than betray the Cauſe o 
God, in delivering up bis boly Word to 1 
conſumed, in which are contained all Thing 
neceſſary to Salvation: And it would be i 
we aa apparent Contempt of that Salvation ar 
ſpould I voluntarily, or * Fear, ca 

it from ma. As to your ſaying ne 
That the Church bas 1 the Laity tl 
Uſe of this ſacred Book, eſpecially in a known 
Tongue, I readily grant ity but, O m 
virtuous Lady, you little know their P, 
cy in that, it is not that they fear « 
care what Miſconfiruttions Men make « 
it; \but becauſe it is like Arrows in th 
Hand of 4 Giant, flirong againſt thei 
Worldly Intereſt, plainly Seeing 1 
He woulc 
have proceeded, but the Heat of 
prompted her haſtily to interrupt him 
ſaying, Surely Bernard, you are diſtrafteq 


you to be wiſer, and more reaſonabl 
when I gdifcourſed with you the other Day 
Truly, Madam, replied he, As for s 
being in my right Senſes, 1 Vleſs Alaright 
God, be has in bis Mercy biber. 
continued them 10 mes and for my bein 


fevers 
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Auers for me, when. be was accuſed before 
Felix, /ayi Og. But this I confeſs unto thee, 
after the Way which they call Hereſy, fo 
Worſhip I the God of my Fathers, believ- 
ing all Things which are written in the Law 
and the Prophets, * Upon this, Deidamia, 
off, who by Nature was all Goodnels, Gentle- 
neſs, and Aﬀableneſs, began to moderate 
her Anger, and to conſider a little what he 
had ſaid; yet her Zeal for the Religion ſhe 
profeſſed, made her mildly rebuke him, 
and lay before him the Danger he was in, 
if his . was diſcovered; bidding him 
be cautious and wiſe in what he did; 
though, for her Part, he need not fear 
but ſhe would lock up what ſhe. had diſco- 
vered, in her Breaſt, and it ſhould paſs no 
farther ; and ſo departing, left him in ſome | 
Confuſion. 
Deidamia, retiring to her Chamber, be- 
gan to conſider what had paſſed, and re- 
' membered ſhe, had often wept in her 
tender Years, when the heard the Cruel 
ties the Roman Catholicks uſed towards 
the Hugonots or Proteftants in Fraxce, and 
diſapproving of their | Spirit, | 
as not of God; whoſe chiefeſt Attribute is” 
Marcy, tender Compaſſion, and Forgiveneſs 
when on the contrary, ſhe found thole 
who made Religion fo heb tha Ba, 
| Ra 80 
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ſo very cruel, that, far from the Inſtance 
of our Saviour's refuſing to call for Fire 
from Heaven to conſume thoſe that had 
1njuriouſly and deſpitefully uſed him, they 
made their very Worſhip and Devotions 
a Snare, to bring thoſe under their cruel 
Handlings, who had in no wiſe offended 
them, but in being ſeparated from them, 
and moving according to the Dictates of 
their Conſcience, She had likewiſe ob- 
ſerved the Harmleſſneſs and inoffenſive 
Manner of Living in the Perſecuted, and 
alten thewed ſome Diſlike of the Looſe. 
*neſs and Unchriſtian Practices of the Per- 
ſecutors; ſo that although ſhe had a good 
Opinion of the Romiſh Religion, as having 
been brought up in it from her Infancy, 
yet had ſhe not ſo of many of the Pro- 
feſſors of it, who apparently derogated 
from the Ways of Virtue, and ſcemed to 
encourage Vice. | 
This wrought ſome Labourings in her 
Mind, through the gracious Operation of 
the Holy Spirit; and in her Night- 
Thoughts , more ſeriouſly reflecing on 
many Things, and particularly on the 
Gardener's. Expreſſion out of St. Paus 
Words to Felix the Governor, inferring 
from thence, That it muſt be the Since- 
Fity of the Heart towards God, "oy 
than 


\ 
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than the Shew, or outward Name, or Pro- 
feſſion of any Religion, that renders the 
Perſon acceptable in his Sight. In the 
midſt of theſe Congitations and Debates 

within herſelf, ſhe found ſomething (as 
were by an over-ruling Power) ſtrong. 
ly mov'd her to a Deſire of farther Con- 
verſing with Bernard, about the Funda- 
mentals of his Religion; which by the 
Popiſh Prieſts, as well in their Pulpits, as 
private Converſation, - had been repreſent- 
ed ſo odious, damnable, and to be de- 
telted, | 
The Morning no ſooner ſummon'd the 
Gardener. to vilit his Flowers and Plants; 
and perform his uſual Taſk in watering 
and ordering them, but Deidamm, who had 
taken little Reſt that Night, aroſc; and 
having performed her Oriſon, and then 
refreſhed herſelf with a moderate Re- 
fection, took an Opportunity between 
that and Dinner- time to enter the Gar- 
den privately, at a, Door that opened 
into it from her Apartment; and to 
ſkreen the better what ſhe intended, 
from prying Eyes, took divers Turns 
and gathered Polies and Flowers, and then 
fanning herſelt, as if the Heat offended 
her, paſſing many winding Alleys, over 
Homme with pleaſant Shades, ſhe came 
if VO to 


. — — — ew — ww — —— - 
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to the before-mentioned Arbour, and af - 
gain ſurprizing the Gardener in his Medi- in! 
tations: The Man was not under any] fall 
Conſternation at her Coming, bur riſing ch: 
and bowing low, would have departed, bic 
of good MVianners, to give her the ſole Free: dle 
dom of that pleaſant Bower: but the laidff th. 
hex e on him to ſtay, ſaying, Sheſ Jui 
had conſidered of his former Diſcourſc, 
and had made it her Buſineſs to find him 
out, that he might give her ſome better 
Reaſcn for the Opinion he held, than yet 0 
he had done. 

His Modeſty, and bis humble Thought 
he conceiv'd of himiclf, wou'd ſcarce give 
him Leave to fit down, though ſhe often 
commanced him ſo to do; but at Jaſt he 
complicd, and then ſhe aſked him, Upon 
what Grourd are Foundation the Ealis of 
his Religion was fixed. 

Gard. It is founded on the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament, which were 
written by Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and given for our Inſtruction and Learning; 
it is only the Word of Ged that can war- 
rant the Truth of any Profeſſion in Re- 
ligious Matters ; and that we Proteſtants 


(thro? God's Aſſiſtance) labour to conform 
and hve up to. 


„„ e 2 8 


Deidamia. 
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Deidamia. Ay, but you may be miſtaken 
. in the miſinterpreting the Scriptures, and 
fall into groſs Hereſies, as our Church 


bid the Laity of our Communion to med- 
dle with them, leſt, like Weapons put into 


jure themſelves and others thereby, 

Gard, Ah! Lady, ſhall I be free, and 
im] deal plainly with you in this Point? 
Deid. With all my Heart, let me hear 
what you can fay in Anſwer to it. 

Gard. All Scriptures are given for our 


his revealed Will, that we may be the bet- 
ter enabled to perform it. St. Paul com- 
mends the Ber.cans, and calls them Noble, 
pon] becauſe they ſearched the Scriptures, to fee 


is off whether the Things they heard were ſo or 


no; and we have many Commands for 
this; as, Seek ye out of the Book of the 
Lord, and read, Jſaiab 34. 16. They 


the Scriptures daily, Aeg 17. 11. Let the 
Word of God dwell richly in you, Col. 3. 16. 
From a Child thou haſt known the Scrip- 


Spirit, which is the word of God, Epb. 6. 19. 
and many others that I might mention, which 
are to be found in the Scriptyres; and 


ig. 


Py 
: 


charges you; and therefore has ſtrictly for- 


the Hands of Idiots, or Madmen, they in- 


„God is willing we ſhould know ' 


were more Noble, in that they fearched "if 


tures, g. Tim. 3. 15. Take the Sword of the 


B 4 this. 
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| - That it proteſſcs, 


tions; and, indeed, 
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this not commanded to Some, but to Allah 


but it deeply is guilty, as in many other 
Particulars, ſo molt eminently in this, 
ro Man is obliged to re- 
ceive the Scriptures as the Word of God, 
or to believe any of it, but from thesT eſti- 
mony of your Church; and to awe Men 
to ſuch a Belief, Threats of Damnation 
are uſed, as well as the Magiſtrates 
Swords, and ervel Torments by. Juquife- 
1t 15 not done: without 
Ground: This is done to hinder prying 


into their groſs. Idolatries, Errors, and 
| Super: 


chat ſcek Salvation, 1 
Deid.Certainly, if our Church had ſee No 
this fit, they would not have denied it; bu c .- 
being dangerous to Souls, it ought to «be phy 
reitrained,” lar 

Gerd. It is indeed dangerous to break F 
God's Commandments, and to teach Men W 
io to do, and to make the Word of God | 
of none Effect by Human Tradition. Wel. * 
know the Woes Cbriſt pronounced againſt Þ| - 
tre Phari/ers for thele Things. 5 

Deid. Why, who are guilty of this?!“ 

1 The Church et Rome, the Hzbly Catholick c 
Church as it has in many Ages been ſtiled, 1 
is not ſurely ſpotted of ſuch Crimes,” 

Cara. I wiſh I could ſay it was not, 
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Superſtition, - derogatory to the sen 
and expreſs Command of God. * 
Deid. „Sure you are beſides yourſelf: 
Nor can you prove this; but being fallen 
from the Church, do this only in Prejadice 
and Spight, to lay a Stain upon its Virgin 
Innocence.“ "Y 
Gard, No, it is apparent from the 
Word of God, and even from Reaſon it- 
ielf,- in thoſe that will conſider, and are not 


blinded with Ignorance, which your Church, 


in her vente oy ſtiles the Mother of * 
lion. 

Deid. Can any ſuch Thibg be. in 
Church that is infallible? And to prove chat | 
it is fo, it is ſaid to be built upon St. Peer; 
he is the Rock ſpoken of, and this Roc 
doth, together with St. Peter, include his Wl 
Succeſſors, and the Church built on this 
Rock (is united to, and built upon the'P oe" 
is infallible ;* for it is ſaid,” - The Gates 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt . 0 

Gard. Pardon me, Lady, if I fay; Then 
is no Agreement among the Churehmen 
about this infallible Judge; ſome wills 
have it the Pope, ſome a General Council, 
and others both; none ot your Writes: 
have yer concluded on it. However; theſe 
Words are perverted ; for it is ore pro- 
bible; Te not St. Peres Nerſon, but M 
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the Rock upon which the Church is built. 

Scripture is the 'belt Interpreter: It is not 
Peter, but Chriſt is the Foundation of the 

Church, as here in my Bible you may ſee, 
| by the 28th Chapter and 16th Verſe of 
| Iſaiah, compared with 1 Pet. 2. 6, 7, 8. 
| which you may pleaſe to read, [which 
ſhe. did.] It is woreover expreſiy faid, 
1 Cor. 3. 11. Other Foundation can no Man 
lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 
| And this 1s the more conſiderable, becaute 
| he ſpeaks againſt thoſe that made the 
| Apoſties to be the Foundations, ſaying, I am 
of Paul, another of Apolios, or Cephas; and if 
chi us ſpoke of Peter, no more is ſaid of 
bim ere, than is ſpoke of all the Prophets 
and Apoliles, -Ephef. 2. 20. Ye ate built 
upon the Feundation-of the Apoſtles and 


Tophets. | 
Deid. Well, I am not much learned in 
is Myſtery; but, pray, What as erro- 
[neous can you aſſign in our Worſhip, or any 
other Thing the Church holds, As abſdlute- 
| ly neceſlary:? 

Gard. The paying Divine Adoration to 
Angels and Saints, expreſly contrary to God's 
Commands, and derogatory ito his Honour, 
| ho alone ought to be worſhiped. in Hea- 
en and Earth; and to worſhip any other, 


„ | cither 


Doctrine or Confeſſen concerning Chriſt, u eil 
Ide 
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. iu either Saint or Angel, or any Creature, is 
built. Idolatry, and a Breach of the Second Com- 
is not mandment. 

f the} Deid. Nay, not too haſti'yz we do not 
y lee, 8 worſhip the Angels and Saints as God, with 
of F the higheſt Worſhip, which is only proper 
a 8. to God; but with an inferior Kind of Re- 
hich F 4igious Worſhip, that they may preſent our 
aid, Supplications to him. . 
Man Gard. There is no Interceſſor or Media- 
. | tor but Chriſt Feſus, who is appointed 80 
wir perform that Office; if any Man wants Wit 
the dom, let him aſk of God, James 1. 5. Nei- 


im ther of Saints nor Angels, Come to me. 
lif ſaith our Saviour, and I will in no wiſe call 
of you out. This free Invitation ſhews us, heli 
ny alone was to receive our Petitions, ' and pref 
It ſent them to his Father. There is all 
d 5 Image-worſhip brought cunningly by Priefl 
to gain worldly Advantage; and preteng 


a ed Miracles, to draw the Ignorant to pa 
; their Devotion more at one Place than 
another, impoſed on the Ignoram for Lal 
| cre fake, I could fay much more, bur 
fear to offend you. | | 

Deid. No, you do not: But let us cc 
nearer to the main Controverſy, W hat thi 
you of Tranſubſtantiation? Is not C oe 
porally preſent in the Sacrament? '+ © 


1 
8 
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Saviour's Words, for if he-had fo meant, 

as the Church of Rome holds it, when he 
broke the Bread, he muſt have held him- 
{elf in his own Hands, and cat himſelf, 
yet ſtill fit whole and entire at the Table; 
hi whole Body muſt be in the Mouth 

of eve, y Communicant at once, and that 
Body in Milliens of Places at one Time, 
broken and unbroken, and be ſubject to 
Putreſaction; and therefore the Words, 
This is my Fody, do intend, This d9th fieni. 
fy my Body: And upon the fame Account 
our Saviour is called a Door, a Rock, a 
Jine; yet none*can be ſo void of Under. 
& Qanding, to believe he was turned jnto any 
of theſe. Ard therelore, when he broke 
the Bread, and gave the Cup, he did it 
only, that when . Chriſtian Congregations 
ere met on ſolemn Occaſions to celebrate 
Whis Worſhip, they ſhould do it in Remem- 
Ebrance of him, *till his Coming in Glory at 
| Iv laſt Day, as the immediate Words ex- 
Plain, and it is abſurd to believe, that the 
Piriell's uttering a few Words over a Wafer, 
gan make it a, God, or that Body, oy red on 
e Croſs? 


Wo you held about e, Is there ſuch 


F _ — 


Gard. It is a Miſrepreſentation of ourſſ P!: 


Deid. You amaze me: But Ay. What 


Va 


Purg 
diate 


ourſſh Place, where Souls are to endure their 
ant, ¶ Purgations after Death, that go not imme- 
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2N he diately to Heaven, and by Maſſes and 


him. 


ſelf, 
ble 1 


Outh 
that 
me, 
to 


N. 


Prayer may be releaſed ſooner or later,?* 

Gord. It is a Tradition Jately brought 
in, and with it hath brought much In- 
creaſe of Wealth to the Church. The 
Word of God allows only Heaven for 
thoſe who ſhall be made Veſſels of Mercy; 
and Hell for thoſe whoſe Sins have pro- 
voked him to caſt them down to thoſe 
diſmal Regions cf Sorrow, and eternal 
Woe: No Prayers after Death being Wit 
able. 

Deid. Theſe Notions are as new as 
firange to me; have you any authentick | 
Proot of this ? 1 

Gard. Yes, the revealed Word of God | 
is ſacred Proof beyond all Denial; The 
Rich Man in Hell lifted up his Eyes, being 
in Torment. Luke 16 23. They ſhall gl 
down with. Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob k 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but the Sher at 
be caſt into utter Darkneſs, . where ſhall be 
Weeping and Gnaſhing of Teeth Mats, 28. 
12. | He that bclieveth ſhall be ſaved, 9 f 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned, M. 1 
26. 16.“ Here is no ſuch thing as a Purg | 
tory to be ſound it is only the Blood oill 

RA. that purgeth us 5 krone Sins 
an SY] 


( 
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and from all Uncleanneſs of Fleſh and. 
Spirit, to preſent our Souls blam.cleſs andi haſt- 
unſpoited to his Father: By this I under. auc 
ſtand thoſe that die in the 1 ord need not Fe 
our Prayers, and thoſe that die in their Sins {pra 
no Prayers can avail; for in the Grave Nuſt 
there is no Repentance; ** As the Tree 
falls, fo it mult lie; whether it falls towards 
the North, or towards the South, where it 
falls there it muſt he.” I here are only two 
Extreams, North and South, no middle 
Way, or Purgatory for it to fall in. And as 
Death leaves us, fo Judgment wi'l aſſaredly 
find us, 

He would have proceeded, but ſhe ſtopt 
him, ſaying, Pray how long have you been. 
* this Opinion? 

- Gard, Ever fince God was pleaſed to 
enlighten me with his Grace, to be atten- 
{eve to his holy Word, and to be guided by 
Lt, 

Deid. Was you ever then of the Church 
| RE | | | 
| Gard, In my younger Years I was, but WW 
through Mercy, being wade ſenſible by | 
\ Scriptures of the Corruptions and 
errors of that Church, by the Aſſiſtance | 
worthy Divines, 1 hope with St. Paul, 
Notting 'ſhall be able to ſeparate me from 
he Love of God, which h in Chr Tr 
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 andS$s. 1 will not offend your Ladyſhip's 
and@haſte Fars with the Hiftory of the De- 
nder. Paucheries and wicked Ives of divers. 
not Pes, and moſt of the Clergy; but will 
Sins Pray to Heaven to defend you from either 
rave Luſt or Revenge, And ſince I have by a 
[ree Free Confeſſion put my Life in your Hands, 
rds WM humbly ſobmit it to your Goodneſs, 
e it o I 
wo BE Here again ſhe interrupted him, and de- 
dle Emanded, ** Why the Religion he x rofeſſed 
as Nas called the Proteſtant Religion?” ꝰ?:ʒ̃mn 
1 To which be replied, as for being ſo cal“ d 
it is to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Raw 
pt Ini; it came from ſeveral Princes and 
n Cities in Germany, who upon the Preach- 
| ings ot good en, and their exemplary. 
o Lives, proteſted againſt the Uſurpations 
- Pot the RomyfsChurch, and its Errors, That 
/ it was no new Doctrine, but the Truth of: 
Primitive Chriſtianity, conſeſſed, aſſerted, 
and 
Wpery, taking the revealed Wal. of God for” 
its Gude, | SOR aaa 
At this Deidamia pauſed a while; and 
ben taking his Bible, looked over the 
ſacred Proofs he had turned down in 
Order; and her Colour went and came 


abo.:ring under ſome Difficulties; and. 


purged from the Corruptions of Po-' | 


d, | that he caſily perceived her Mind was 


10 
j 
” 
. 
A . 
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lo giving it him again, ſhe went away with. Gd 
able 


as fearing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what f 


out ſpeaking one Word. 
This ſomewhat perplexed the Ge 


be had faid; but her ſending for him 
privately to ber Chamber the next Morn— 
ing, under the Notion of bringing her 
ſome choice Flowers, baniſhed all Fear in 
him, when they two being only left t 
ther, the gently led him into the Cloſet, 
and ſhutting the Door, to be more pri- 
vate, ſaid, Bernard, (fetching a deep Sigh) 
our Yeſterday? s Diſcourſe has much bro- 
— my laſt Night's Reſt; I have been 
meditating on it, and 1 find abundance of 
Reaſon in what you ſay, you have, as St. 
Paul ſaid in another Caſe, almoſt perſwa- 
ded me to be of your Perſwaſion. I wiſh 
to God, moſt virtuous Lady, replied he, I 
might be an humble Inſtrument in God's 
Hand, to do any Thing that may redound 
to his Glory, and the Good and Welfare 
of your precious and immortal Soul, 
without hazarding your temporal Quiet 
and Peace, or expoling you to any Dan- 
ger; tho* for a Crown of Life and Immor- 
tality, all earthly Things are to be 0 
ſed; and the holy Apoltle accounts all t 
World's Good but as Droſs and Dung, in 


{aid 


x 
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with. kid ſhe, this is my Aim, and if God en- 
| ables me with his aſſiſting Grace, I hope, 
through his Mercy, to attain it. I: have 
indeed, continued ſhe, to my great Grief, 
obſerved the looſe and profane Manner 
of Living of thoſe that profeſs our Reli- 
gion; alledging, That a Confeſſion, with 
Abſolution, and ſome other Works, will 
Se. purge them from their Sins, and gain 
let, them that Bleſſedneſs in the End, wpich 
Pr. I could never heartily believe they would 
800 obtain by them: And ſince I have more 
= | ſeriouſly conſidered God's Word expreſly 
to the contrary, I cannot believe that any 
thing but ſincere and unfeigned Repen- 
tance in the Courſe of an unſpotted Life 
can purchaſe, (through the Merits of my | 
Saviour) thoſe! endlels Glories and tran» 
ſcendent Bleſſings that God hath promiſed 
to poor Mortals. — She. would 
have proceeded, but the falling Tears 
ſtopt her. Utterance, and Bernard had an 
inward Rejoycing to ſee her brought 40 
this Paſs; - whereupon he comforted her 
with good Advice, and the Cordials 
God's Mercies and Promiſes. In brief, 
he had made her ſenſible, of, the Errors 
ſhe had been brought up, in, and then 
opened, from Point to Point; the Cheat 
of pretended Miracles and Relicks, the 


* * | 
* impo- 


gener, 
what 
him 
lorn- 
her 
ur in 


| 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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impoſing on People with Pardon and In- nis 


dulgence to get „the Whoredoms, 
Murders, and Inceſts of many Popes, Car- 
dinals, and Prelates of the Remiſt Church 
their Unreaſonableneſs in prohibiting Prieſts 
Marriage, which is immediately appoint- 
ed by God, and the allowing them by 
Canons and Decrees the Embraces of 
Concubines, or to commit Adultery, ex- 
2 contrary to the Command of the 
ty, foraſmuch as he has expreſly 
Kid Thoſe that do theſe Things ſhall 
not inherit eternal Life, — He would have 
preceeded, hut hearing the Sound of Feet 
«coming up Stairs, ſhe | haſtened him down 
a back May, with ſo much Precipitation, 
that he left his Bible behind hin, which 
ſhe luckily feeing, locked up in a Scrw 
tore. 
I have told you befare, That Father 
Antonio the Prieſt, forgetting his Functi- 
on, Duty, and Diſtance. gave way to his 


-unruly and lawleſs Paſſion, and was then 
blundering up Stairs to find her in private, 
| having almoſt Aluſtered himſelt with 


Wine, on purpoſe either to be more con- 
fident in his wicked Deſign, to tell her 
the. Story of his nauſeous Love, or rather 
Luſt; or that, if he were re ved, he 
might have ſome ſlender Excuſe "> 
18 


do) 


d In. N his Impertinency 


loms, 
Car: 
urch; 
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„ and lay (as too many 
do) the Blame of their Folly on that which 
is rather an Aggravation of their Crime, 
i. e. their Drunkeneſs; and ſo ſurpriſed 
however he came, that putting his Noſe 
over the upper-ſtep, juſt as the Gardener 
poſted out at the Private Door, he had a 
Glimpſe of the Back- parts of his Garments, 
as it afterwards appeared; but at that 
Time took no Notice of any ſuch Thing. 
Deidamia ſeeing Antonio coming towards 
her in a very pleaſant Humour, demanded 
with a modeſt Decency, what Occaſion 
brought him thither to Ciſturb her Retire» 
ment? 44 

Ah! (faid the impudent Prieſt, wh 

could not lorg keep down his boiling 
Paſſion) ** Your too fair Eyes, ſweet Lady, 
like Load-ſtoncs have drawn me to You 3 


that beauteous rempting Face of Yours has iſ 


made me forget myſelf, with my Duty to 
my Lord, and the Truſthe repoſed in me. 
Why certainly, faid Deidanna (calling un 
Patience to bridle in her Paſſion) your are 
beſide yourſelf, . Antonio. — What 
mean you by this Kind of Diſcourſe? * 
I am beſide myſelf (replied he, almoſt 
crying) Your fair Self is the Cauſe of it, 
whoſe Beauty, like Arrows, have wounded {| 
my Heart, and ſickened my Brain 1 wal _ 71 
| bad 
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kad never ſeen ſuch an Amiableneſs in Wo-l 
mankind; but ſince, I have been fo unfor- 
tunate as to be your fettered Captive, take 
ſome Compaſſion on me and eaſe my Suk. Pard 
feripgs:*”* What Sufferings? replied Deida- 
ma, irowning, Or what can be the Senſe of 
all this Jooſe Stuff? Why then, replied he, 
Jo be ſerious in plain Terms, I love you, 
and that ſo paſſionately, that unleſs you 
condeſcend to make me ſuitable Returns, 
I ſhall have no Peace nor Quiet; but muſt 
be miſerable and wretched eternally.” Then 
faid ſhe, be you ſo: What have you ſeen 
of any looſe miſbecoming Behaviour in 
me, that you ſhould dare to ſpeak thus to 
me? This, like a Thunder-bolt, ſtruck him 
mute; when ſmoothing her Brows, and 
growing a little calmer, ſhe ſaid, come, cos 
come, Antonio, I took you for another Man; De 
you profeſs Sanctity, and admonith others 
to lead a holy Life; is this Pretenſion then It! 
real, or isit only feigned, to try my Virtue? / VG 
proteft, ſaid he, holding up both his Hands, IC. 
it is real, and I cannot help it. Why, ſaid” le. 
ſhe, would you commit ſo great a Wicked- | C 
| neſs if you might, and make yourſelf | G 
| guilty of a Crime ſo, heinous? Ahl Lady IN 
replied he, if that be all, I can abſolve you d 
by the Power given me by the See of Rome: 


- 


hd. 


We 


nfor. 


Conſent, and let me enjoy you, your Penance 


all be always eaſy; I'll get a Difpenfation, } 
take for your Marriage Vows from the Pope, with 


Suf. Pardon, Indulgences, or any thing, for Sins 


da. 


aſt, and thoſe that are to come: Nay, I'll do 


ſe of Þny Thing, ſo I do not fall under your Diſ- 


he, 
ou, 
you 


pleaſure: Let me alone for the reſt, and = 

This Jnſolence ſo, much diſpleaſed the 
Irtuous Lady, that ſhe could hear no 
more, nor hear it any longer; but com- 
manded him out of her Preſence :_ 
could. not be rid of him, till ſhe threatened 
to call up the reſt of her Servants. © Where- 
upon he went muttering away: and for 


Iwo Days after, as much as poſſible he 


could, he ſhunned coming into her Pre- 
ſence; which much plealed her; . for ſhe 


could not behold him, but with Horror and 


Deteſtation. 

This Attempt however, in one Senſe 
(through the over-ruling Providence and 
Goodneſs of God, who is wonderful in 


Cowifel, and excellent in Working, and 


cin make the greateſt Wickedneſs of his 
Creatures ſerve the Purpoſe of bis own 
Glory) worked to her Advantage; for 


ſhe believed now all true which the Gar- 


dener had told her, about the wicked 


debauched Lives of the Romy Clergy, 1 
ſince this w:i/lainons Pricſt had not ſcru- 
| pled 


— 
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Yet" - 


: 
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pled to prefer the Pope's Pardon for no [ef 
than Adultery, and that before it wa 
committed; by which Means or Encc 
ragement, ſhe plainly ſaw it muſt conſe 
quently be that they frequently tempted 
ealy and ignorant People to the Commi 
ſion of many Sins: Therefore ſhe reſolved 
to leave theſe blind Guides, and take the 
Word of God for her Leader and Inſtructor 
forbearing to come to Confeſſion, or 
Maſs, ſometimes upon Pretence of Indil 
ſition, and at other Times purpoſe] 
y going Abroad, at the uſual Times o 
either; and holding ſome other Confere 
ces with the Gardener, which (as to Particu 
lars) for Brevity's fake I muſt of Necell 

{s over, 

She found in herſelf a ſtrange Averfior 
to the Religion ſhe had been brought up 
in; and having procured a Bible in the 
French Tongue, took ſuch Delight in reac 
ing it, that whenever ſhe Time te 
retire, it was not out of her Hand; yet 
ſhe kept this as ſecret as poſſible, and not 
being ready at it herſclf, got the Gardener 
to turn her down ſuch. Proofs as were 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt the Errors 
of Popery, and where the” Abominations of 
the myſtical Babylon were pointed at. This 
he joyfully did, and gave Praiſe to God 


who 
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ho had made him inſtrumental in ſo 
a Work; tho' he was not 

his Life was liable to pay for it, if it were 
diſcovered. She likewiſe laid aſide her 
s Beads and Crucifix, converſed no more 
with Roſaries, or the Legends of pretended 
Saints; and though ſhe found ſome Temp- 
J tations and Fears at the Beginning, yet * 
| avg! praying to God ſhe overcame Sa- 
tan's Wiles, and found abundance of } 

and Comfort 11 her Soul, 2 
that ſhe could not torbear breaking out in · 
to Raptures of Praiſe and Thank wings 
for the wonderful Change, (by ſo mg; | 
and unexpected Means 9 in 
Soul. 

Vhilſt this virtuous Lady and the 
Gardener held their private Correſpon- 
dence, in diſcourſing of the Things of 
God, and encouraging and exhorting W 
each other to Perſeverance and Stedfaſt- 
neſs in the Truth, Antonio and Fronoviss, 
equally burning with luſiful Deſire to 
enjoy the tender Beauties of the Fair 
Deidamia, were plotting and contriving 
how their lawleſs Deſigns beſt be 
brought about (tho? each plotted by bim- | 
ſelf, for as yet they were 1 t of 
each other's Paſſion.) The villainous 
od Frieſt (as you have already heard) 8 


ho 
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been repulſed' with Indignation by the 
chaſte Lady, which inwardly tormented 
im, and brought him almoſt to his Wits 


End; but the other ( Fronovius ) had 


- made no Trial of her Virtue, and wait. 


ed a favourable Opportunity to do it; and 


therefore he thinks, meditates, and Caſts 
many Things in his Mind, till at laſt. his 
Paſſion emboldening him, he was reſolved 
to break the Ice with a Letter; and if 
ſhe took no Notice of that, to ſecond 
it with a Perſonal Addreſs: But how 
he ſhould do this with Privacy and Safe- 
ty, he was at a Stand for a Time; for. 
he feared to truſt any Body to deliver it, 
left his criminal Love ſhould take Air: 
and to deliver it himſelf, would look 
too daſtartly, as if he was not capable, 
or, at leaſt, durit not ſpeak for himſelf; 
however, in a Jitcle while he met with a 
fir Opportunity; for Deidamia acciden- 
"rally dropping her Handkerchief, as ſhe 
| paſſed through a large Gallery that led 
to her Apartment, he carelully took it 
up, and folding up his Letter in it, which 
he had ready ſcaled by him, he gave it to 
her Gentlewoman to give it to her 
Lady, telling her he found it in the Long 
. Gallery. The Gentlewoman knowing the 


diately 


"Handkerchief to be her Lady's, imme” 
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Jiate!y carried it to her, wio received 
t from her, without knowing any thing 
of a Letter being in it; and afterwards 
accidentally taking the Handkerchief out 


f her Pocket, the Letter drop'd out upon 


the Gound, which ſhe taking up, and 
looking upon the Superſcription, was ex- 
treamly ſurprized to find it directed to 
herſelf ; and haſtily opening it, was much 
more ſo to find the Contents thereof as fol- 
loweth: 


Ar don, me, moſt lovely Deidamia, if yowr . | 
Beauty makes me forget the Statian [ 
am in, and emboldens me to own @ Paſſus I 


: bave laboured in vain to hide. To be trief, 


dear Lady, I am ſo captivated by your Charms 
and fingular Perfections, that I am conflrain'd 
to ſay, I love you infinitely above all mortal 
Creatures; and fince it appears o Me unrea- 
ſonable, that any one Man ſhould monepolize 
fo ineſtimable a Treaſure, give me leave to 
bope, and don't ſuffer me to languſh and die, 
but render the Balm of yaur Kindneſs to cure 
the Wounds u hich your bright Eyes have made 
in your otherwiſe wretched Servant, 


* 
a 
 _ 
" „ 
* 


 Fronovivs. 


Abe 


C 


| 
| 


2 


from 


Family was ſo great, chat in her 
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The Reading of this Letter filled he 
with Bluſhes, Anger, and Amazemen 
at the unparalled Boldneſs and Villain 
of the Author of it, and at firſt ſhe w. 
reſolved to commit it to the Flames, ot 
to tear it in Pieces, but u ſecond 
Thoughts, ſhe laid it up in her Cloſet 
where ſhe vexed and fretted herſelf, that 
ſhe was thus left among ſuch ungrateful 
Wretches, that dared ſo much to ſuſpet 
her Virtues, and meaſure them by thei 
own wicked and filthy Inclinations, as tc 

eſume ſhe would defile her Marriage 

d; being more grieved for this Dilcc 
very than the former ; for ſhe knew the 
Prieſt had ſomething of the Libertine in 
him, but this Man ſhe had held to be ho- 
neſt and virtuouſly inclined till now; and 
w him ſhe thought to have diſcovered 
Antoni#s Folly, it he perſiſted in it, that 
by Shame and Reproofs he might have 
reclaimed him, But now ſhe ſcarce 
knew whom to truſt ; and could not there. 
fore but tremble at the Apprehenſions of 
fome Violence that might be offered her 
thoſe luſtful Miſcreants, whoſe 
Sight now very much diſpleaſed her. 
She thought once or twice of diſplacing 
them; but found their Authority in the 
Lord's 


Abſen | 


n SOC QOHF 
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bſence ſhe could not do it: Whereu 
ſhe fell on her Knees to implore God's 
Mercy and Protection, commending her- 
elf wholly to his Care and Providence, 
and begging of Him to be er Sunn 
J and Protector. 9 
Tho* Deidamia's Mind, LY thoſe! tar. 
prizing Attempts of her Honour, was 
variouſly toſſed, till at laſt ſne came to a 
ſettled Reſolution prudently to conccal 
what had paſſed, at leaſt till her Lord 
came Home, for fear of Scandal and Di. 
ſtuürbance: Yet Fronovins might well read 
in her Countenance, whenever he came 
into her "Preſence, that ſhe had read his 
Letter, and how ſhe reſented it; ich 
made him ſtruggle to overcome his Paſſi- 
on, but in vain; for like Oil thrown 
on Fire, the Oppoſition his led Defires 
met with, made him burn the fiercer; 
ſo that he reiolved to find an Opportu- 
nity to throw himſelf at her Feet, and 
diſcover his Paſſion to her by Word of 
Mouth; and whilit he waited for a, con- | 
venient Time and Place to do ic, he per- 
zeived the Gardener often to go in and 
out very cheattul, as highly pleaſed 
and contentett ; and that though. he only 
carried her Fruits and Flowers, yet his 
frantick Paſſion ＋ Jealouſy made him 
| - 2 bel 


— 


which emboldened them the, more to 


4 44 The FR EN C H Convert, 
believe there was ſomething more in it Rune 
Amtonio the Prieſt had alſo obſerved thelthe | 
like, and had much the ſame Sentiment, Nem 


perſiſt in their wicked and unclean De. 
ſires, and to continue to perſecute the 
chaſte Lady with their deteſted Proffers 
of Jawleſs Love; concluding, that if one 
of ſo low a Rank could be in Favour, 
they in time cou:d not miſs of obtaining 
what they ſought; and ſo blinded with 
Paſſion, and purſuing what they aimed 
at, (tough, as has been faid, unknown 
to each other) they kept a watchful Eye 
over the Actions of Deidamia; whole 
Mind was taken vp in contemplating 
the Divine Perfections of him, who is 
fairer than the Children of Men, being 
every Day more confirmed in the Truth 
of her Religion, bleſſing and praiſing 
God, that by ſo wonderful and unex- 
pected a Means had brought her out of Ip. 
Darkneſs and Frrors, into the marvellous 
Light of his Truth, and engaged her 
Heart to embrace and entertain it a- 
bove her chief Joy; partly looking on 
the Trouble ſhe had from Antonio and 
Frovonius, thoſe Brethren πτ Iniquityp+as 
Temptions or Trials to confirm her the 
more, by o ercoming them, in the Doc- 

trine 


—— a © 
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in it Ine ſhe had fo lately embraced ; in which * 
| theſſhe firmly reſolved to perſevere againſt all 


ents, Nemptations whatever. 

e to But whilſt theſe Things paſſed, Fromovrus 
De. ad received no other Anſwer to his Letter 

* theſhut Deidamia's angry and much changed 

fen Nountenance towards him, which he would 
one 

'our, 


ore was reſolved to have her poſitive An- 
ning wer. To obtain which, as Deidamia was 
with one Morning leaning upon the Window in 
med her Chamber, and looking into the Garden, 
own pe ſtole ſoftly up Stairs, and was got into 
Eye er Chamber, juſt behind h:r, before ſhe 


hoſe card him, when ſuddenly turning about, 
ting and ſeeing him in a Jejefted Poiture, we 
> 1s Nas very much turprized, and tremvlel. 


Words 


ing at the Sight, whilſt he by many 


uth Kendeavoured to ſhew the Greatneſs of his 


ing Paſſion ; but having ſomewna: recollected 
lex- 


of Kpake to him thus : * Why, how now, 
ous EFronovius? What Buſineſs have you 
her nere, thus to ſteal into my Chamber 


4- 
on 
ind 


* | 


nawares? This is 


better becomes a Thief than the Steward 
As fot my Houſhold; and yet the filthy 
the Errand that you come on, is far more cri- 


oc- Iminal than your Coming. What have you 
rine | 4 888 


ot take for an abſolute 1 and there- 


er Spirits, ſhe, with an angry Countenance, 9 


ſuch an Affront, 
Piece of Impudence and Rudeneſs, as 


- 4 * 
eve! —_— ﬀ 
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ever ſeen of Lightneſs in my Carriage that 1 


ſhould. make you thus audacious, or giveſſ® 
you the jeaſt Hope to ſucceed in your un. 
lawful and wicked Deſires? | command you 
to de gone: And know, that if you perſiſt 
in your Impudence and Folly, I will tpeedi- 


ly take thoſe Methods, that ſhall iſſue in} \ 


your deſerved Shame and Confuſion,” 

He would have replied, but ſhe forth. 
with went out of her Chamber, and would 
not hear him. 

This ' abſolute Denial and ſevere Re 
primand filled Fronevius full of Confu. 
nion, and almoſt made him hopeleſs; 
but, after ſome Reflection, he ſtrong: 
ly fancied, that the Oppoſition he met 
with proceeded not from te Lady's 
Virtue, but from the greater Inclination 
ſhe had to ſome Rival, who enjoyed thoſe 
Favours which he had been purſuing j 
and he ſuppoſed the Gardener to be the 
Ma an, becauſe he had received ſome par- 
ticular Marks of her Favours fince the 
Departure of the Count Alanſon. Being 
thus perſuaded, he was reſolvedi if it were 
palfible, to make a plain Diſcovery : 
Ard to this End, he planted himſelf pri- 
vately one Evening near the Back. Stairs, 
that led out of the Garden into. Deidamia's 
en (tor that Way he thought his 
; ſup- 
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e tharfſuppoſed Rival muſt come.) And indeed 
giveſſhe had not waited long, before a Perſon 
ur un. {came by, and went up thoſe Stairs; whom 
d he ſoftly followed to the Stairs. foot; the 
Darkneſs of the Night hindered him 
. from diſcerning who the Perſon was that 
went by him, hut he doubted nat but 
it was the Gardener, and having liſtened | 
at the Bottom of the Stairs, hearing no 
Door open, nor any Key to turn, he 
imagined the Door was left open on pur- 
ſe, and therefore reſolved to go up 
himſelf, and ſurprize them. in the very 
Act of cheir unlawful Love: He had 
no ſooner reſolved this, but he heard 
ſomebody come ſoftly down Stairs; as ij! 
ſoon as the Perſon came to the Bot- 
tom of the Stairs, Fronovius boldly ſeizes 

on him, and demanded what Buſineſs he 
had there at that late Time of Night. 
But was extremely ſurprized to to meet 
with, inſtead of Bernard the Gardener, 
Antonio the Prieſt, who then Frano- 
dius thought had been with Deidamia. 
Upon which, ſpeaking big Words to 
y:| Antonio, and threatening to kill him fo. 
ri. the Diſhonour he had done his Lord in 
s, violating his Bed, the poor Priefi 
(who was almoſt dead with Fear, ah 3 
extreamly confounded at this Accident) 3 
C 4. trem- 


— 
- 
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trembling, told Fronovius, That if he would Nous, 
ſave his Life, he would ingenuouſly tell 
him all he knew: Which Fronovius pro- . 
miſing, Antonio told him the Story of his 
Love-Addreſſes, violent Paſhon, and the 
Repulſes he met with, That, however, 
being jealous of the Gardener, and not 
finding him in his Lodging, (for it ſeems 
Deidamia had newly appointed him ano- 
ther, unknown to Antonio) he ſuſpected 
he might be with his Lady where deſiring 
to detect him, and bring him to Puniſh- Þ ur 
ment, he had undertaken to come at this to 
unſeaſonable Time; but the Doors bein R 

| faſt locked, and after a long Liſtening, heaf- | h 
ing no Stir nor Whiſpering, was returning | y 
Y 

[ 


back again to watch a more favourable Op- 
+ portunity, that he might not on light 
> Ground, or Uncertainty, lay ſuch a Thing 
to their Charge. 
*  Fronovius, finding the Prieſt had been 
* repulſed and reproved as well as he, 
and that his Thoughts were the ſame 
with his, as to the ſuſpected Rival, hay- 
ing huſhed his preſent Fears, and de- 
| clared to him, though ſomewhat darkly, 
E his own Affections, &c. they went to 
| Antonio's Chamber, where they entered 
into a Combination ſo helliſh and mali- 
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vould jous, that it brought many Woes and 
tell Miſeries both to the virtuous Deidamia, 
ro- End the G:rdener; till, by the Mercy of 
his God, to the Shame and Confuſion of the 
che Contrivers, they were turned to Bleſſings, 
"Ver, to rejoice the Injured, and to clear their 
*. Innocence, after many inexpreſſible Suffer- 
ings. 
— "bill theſe wicked Men were thus 
ted plotting to revenge their Repulſes, Dei- 
ng damia was thoughtful of her Safety. Some- 
| times ſhe determined to write to Alanſon, 
his to remember his Promiſe, and haſte his 
Return ; but then ſhe concluded, that tho? 
his Preſence might reform theſe Diſorders, Þ 
'S | yet to deſert his Command upon any pri- 
P- | vate Occaſion would derogate from his Ho- 
it nour; and then ſhe conſidered that ſhe. 3 
8 could not hide from him the Religion ſhe 4 
had embraced ſince his Departure, fqr ſhe” 
; could not diſſemble if ſhe was taxed Win 
% uz and tho? his Company was dear to her, 
yet the Enjoyment of the other was more 
precious and preferable z and that, in 
coͤmpariſon of the 1 oye of Chriſt, A 
the Love in the World was but, of little 
Value. At another Time, ſhe thought of 
retiring to her Parents: Put this the 1 
fancied would be diſpleaſing to her Lord, 
| C5 that's 
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that, in his Abſence, ſhe ſhould leave the 
Government of his Family, which he had 
truſted to her Care at his Departure ; theſe 
Things ſeriouſly weighed, ſhe refolved to 
remain at Home, thinking Time would 
cure the wild Diſorders that were in the 
Minds of thoſe two wicked Servants 

After this laſt Reſolve, ſhe retired ta 
her Cloſet, where ſhe had not been long 
er the Gardener came to preſent her with 
a Paper he had drawn up, by her Or- 
der, of the Fundamental Points of the 
Proteſtant Religion, in Oppoſition to 


Popery, one being compared with the 


Fathers of the Primitive Times: She 
accepted this Paper very kindly, promi- 
ſing to, look it over at Leiſure, as a 
Matter ſhe had much deſired to be in- 
formed in. Whereupon he retired to his 
Labour in the Garden, whilſt a bribed 
Spy, their Enemies had ſet on the Watch, 
Was running to give. Information of the 
Gardener's being with the Lady. Frone-. 
Vins was out of the Way; Antonio haſted 
as faſt as he could, and. ſoftly opening 
the Spring- lock, impudently entered the 
Chamber, drawing the Curtains of her 
Ded, in Hopes of finding what he 3 
5 124 : 


22 
” 
- 
" 


other and tried by Scripture and the | 


tions, I bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name, that 
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for there; but miſſing his purpoſe, he ſtole 

to the Side of her Cloſet, directed thither 
by her Voice; for the pious Lady was fallen 
on her Knees, and fervently - pouring out 
her Soul to God in theſe Words. | 


Moſt bleſſed God. who art the Father f 
Mercies, and the God of all Conjole> 


thou baſt enlightened the Eyes of my Under- 
Nanding with the Knowledge of thy bleſſed 
Truth, and that thou haſt delivered me from 
the Darkneſs and Ignorance, and theſe Anti» 
Chriſtian Errors, wherein I bave lived fance 
my Childbood, and haſt revealed the Saving 
Knowledge of thy Will unto me, as it is can, 
tained in thy bleſſed Word the Holy Scriptures 
O ſtrengthen my Heart in the Profeſſion of 
Truth, and grant that I may never return bag 
again to the Popiſh Idolatry and Superſtition 
nor be under the Conduct of thoſe blind Guia 
any more, whatever Sufferings and Trials 
may be liable to, or may undergo on that A 
count, bb 


Theſe pious Breathings of her Sou 
Antonio to his great Amazement heard 
and knew not what to think, whethg 
he ſhould diſcover himſelf, or  zetirg 


M9 © 
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but at laſt, wickedly ſuppoſing the Fear 
ſhe ſhould conceive, leſt he ſhould diſcover 


ligion, or that, as he concluded, ſhe was 

an Hugonot, as they call Proteſtants, might 

induce her to comply with his Luſt, he pre- 
| ſented himſelf before her, rudely opening 
her Cloſer Door e'er ſhe had time to riſe 
from her Knees. This continued Impudence 
of his much troubled her Spirits ; where- 
upon, riſing haftily, ſhe forcibly pulled the 
Door, after ſhe had given him a Thruſt 
back, and locked herſelf in, However, it 
unhappily fell out, that in this Diſorder, not 
| taking that Care, as at another Time ſhe 
would have done, that Paper which the 
| Gardener had newly brought her, with 


of her Coat, and unperceived by her, 
was ſhut out of the Cloſet; which Antonio 
ook carefully up, and put in his Pocl et, 
eelling her, tho* the Door was ſhut againit 
Rim, he had heard how ſhe had apoſtatized 
from her Religion, and how wickedly ſhe 
thad ſpoken of the Holy Roman Catholick 
EChurch, and what Miſchiefs he could do 

her, if he ſhould diſcover it; yet for 
be Love he bore her, if ſhe. would yield 


ade bis Paſſion, it ſhould be buried. 


„. in 


what ſhe had uttered againſt the Romiſb Re- 


ker haſty ſhutting the Door, dropped out 


take new Meaſures; and in Concluſion 
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in eternal Oblivion: But if fhe reſuſed, 
he had now got an Opportunity to ruin 


her. 


The pious Lady (whoſe fervent Devo- 
tions this Wretch had interrupted) bridled, 


as much as Human Frailty could do, her 


Paſſion, commanding him in mild Terms 
to be gone, and not wound her chaſte Ears 
with his hated Diſcourſe. Againſt the In- 
jury he threatened her, ſhe truſted in God 

for Protection, who is a ſtrong Tower for 

the Safety of all thoſe that fly to him; 

and ſhe doubted not, when ſhe had an 
portunity to make her Lord ſenſible of it, 
he would, through the Favour of Almigh- 
ty God, concur with her, in her Opi- 


nion. | 
Antonio, finding himſelf 1 a 
5 , 


in his main Expectation, and thorou 

nettled with this Anſwer, 

the Concluſion of it, went away, threaten- »' 
ing and muttering to himſelf; and in 
the Anti-chamber met Fronovins, who 
upon later Notice was haſtening to | 


to whom he had told all he had wi 
and heard. This made them conſult wt 


reſolved her Chaſtity of Life ſhould be 
facrificed to their Revenge, This 9 
| nog 
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no ſooner concluded on, but Antonio re- 
member'd chat Paper he had taken up, and 
taking it out of his Pocket, knew it to be 
the Gardener's Hand, and at firſt ſup- 
poling it to be a Love Letter that might 
diſcover the Intrigue between him and 
his Lady, was highly pleaſed; but he 
had ſcarce read it half over, &er he found 
ſuch wighty Arguments againſt the Church 
of Rome, levelled ſo directly againſt her 
| tottering Foundation, as not only puzzled 
his Underſtanding, but made him ſtorm 


took it out of his Hand, and read the 
reſt, and in tne Cloſe, theſe Words, wiz. 
& Virtuous Lady, theſe Arguments, Pro & 


Contra, I ſubmit to your great Wiſdom, - 


being very joyful in having, under God, 
been a poor Inſtrument in enlightening your 
| Wnderitanding to diſcern Truth from Falſe- 
This left them no longer in Doubt, 
who the Party was that ( as they termed 


7 ome Heretic, and for this, conſe- 
ently, io enjoy Favours ſhe denied to 
em; whereupon they vowed a bloody 
Revenge. But fearing that the Love 4 


% 
* 
o 
» . 
% 
oe * — 


; at. a ſtrange Rate: Whereupon Fronovius 


It) had traduced her to Apoſtatize, and 


IWerſer Lore her, would not be effaced 5 
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the Change of her Religion, eſpecially 4 
when he ſhould come to underſtand their 
criminal Paſſion for her, and Practices 
againſt her, they reſolved to make her 
Parents, bear the Blame of that ſtupen- 
dous Wickedneſs, which they themſelves 
deſigned to be the Actors of: For they. 
knew that her Parents were extraordis. 
narily bigotted to the Romiſh Church, and 
ſoa were the likelieſt to deal with in 
this Matter: Whereupon Antonio imme- 
diately poſted to them, and deſiring & 
private Conference with the Farther and 
Mather, after many hypocritical Shewe, 
of Sorrow for the Dulgrace that would 
befal the Family, he declared how his 
Lady (ſince his Lord had been abſent q 
had bcen perverted from the Catholick, 
Religion, by a Hugonot a Heretick Garsy 
dener, a Fugitive Wretch, that had been 
taken in, ſome Years ago, upon Charityas 
He urged what Diſhonour it would be 
to their Family; the Danger incurred byy 
the King's Edits; and laſtly, the Loſs of 
her Soul, if ſhe was not timely »recoveredl 
and brought to the right Fold, from 
whence: ſhe had perverſly ſtrayed, Thea 
he, began to magnify the pious Care and 
Pains he had taken to keep her in a 


right 
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right Way, and to prevent her falling I duce 
into ſuch an unpardonable Sin; but that Nu 
the Devil had been too hard for his In- 
duſtry and Labours, through God's high 
Sufferance, to bring ſome great Judgment 
on her, for her Haughtineſs and Con- 
tempt, Fc. 

This being delivered in a Tone very 
moving and paſſionate, ſceming altogether 
in Pity to Deida, ia, made her Father 
ſigh, and the Old Lady burſt out in Tears, 

wringing their Hands, and bewailing the 
Miſeries of their aged Years, in this (as 
they then termed it) worſt of Misfortunes 
chat could befal them; that the only 8 
Branch of their Family, that ſhould convey t 
it to Poſterity, had made herſelf a Caſt. ] 
way; for ſo in their paſſionate Mood they | 
expreſſed her to be. Antonio was glad to 
ee them thus wrought upon; and the Storm 
F their firſt Griet ſpending itſelf, and be- 
ang allay'd by falling Tears, they began to 
Ronſult more maturely how this Misfortune 
might be reverſed; and after many 
Things were debated, Antonio's Device of 
Poging her in a Nunnery (where ſhe 
Right be reſtrained from Heretick Books, 
de ſaid, and the Company of any Se- 
: ducers, 


. 4 * 
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ducers, and alſo be inſtructed by virtuous 
Nuns, till her Lord came home, and de- 
termin'd what might farther be done in it) 
was approved, 

What was to be done with the Gar- 
dener was the Thing to be conſulted, whe- 
ther to make him away ſecretly, or deli- 
ver him up to Juſtice; the Prieſt was for 
the former, but the Parents Conſciences 
were tender in that, and cculd not conſent 
to ſuch Wickedneſs ; but Antonio alledged, 
that the whole Buſineſs would be made 
publick. if he were delivered up to Juſtice, 
and their Daughter would be brought in as: 
crinimal, and perhaps, for her Obſtinacy, '; 
her Lord might loſe his Honours and 
Preferments at Court. This made them 
conſider farther, and at lait leave it to the 
wicked Prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould appoint, 
to do as he or they pleaſed. They would 
have borne him Go ompany to 3 | 
Houſe, to ſee what their Perſuations 
might do, but he u it would only be 
a Means to diſcover the Matter; and that 
it would be the beſt for them to come 
and moderate Things when the Count 


came Home; of which he would 2 


them the firſt Notice; ſince at 


£5 
9 
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ſent what was to be done required Secrecy, 
that in the mern Time ſhe would be pro- 
| vided for, as became her Quality; and that 
ſuch a Place as he mentioned. with Time 
and Company, were the beſt Cute to joſtle 
| thoſe wild Notions out of her Head: Up- 
on which they only ſent her a Letter, and 
| reſolved not to go themſelves. So Antonio 
returned well ſatisfied to his wicked Com- 
nion. 

„Deidamia, (who was ignorant of this) 
miſſing her Paper, and not doubting 
which Way it went, taking more Care for 
Bernard the Gardener than herlelf, thought 
by it he would be diſcovered ; wherctore 
© ſhe ſent for him, gave him a Handful of 
Gold, and comm..nded him to ſhitt for 
bimſelf; telling him what had paſſed, and: 
8 the Danger he was in. This Command 
he ſeemed exceeding loth to obey, and, 
b with Tears in lus. Eyes. p:oteſted, that for 
| the Sake of his Religion, and in her De- 
Hence againſt any Injury or Violence, he 
| was willing to - expoſe his Life; but ſhe 
urged ſo many Things to haſten his De- 
N my that he promiſed to do it; and 


by 2 long Farewell of each other. 


Bernard 


they (with ſhedding many Tears) took 
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Bernard was preparing to depart, as At» 
tanio returned with his Orders; wheres 
upon Frovonius clapped him up in a 
Dungeon, and that Night hired two 
Ruffians to carry him to the Sea-clikts, 
and throw him thence head-long 3 and 
thither they carried him in a Sack, on a 
Horſe, gagged and bound; but finding a 
Veſſel, thruſt into a Creek very near the- 
Clifts, one of them enquired, and found 
it belonged to a French Plantation in the 

Weft-Indies ; whereupon they took the 
Method of Joſeph's Brethren with the. 
Ihbmaelites, to make the beſt Purchaſe of 
him, rather than deltroy him, and loſe! 
it; ſo he that came to enquire, demanded 
of the Mater, If he wanted a luſly Ser 
vant ? He told him, Yes ; then he return 
ed, and took the Gardener out of thg 
Sack, ungagged and , unbound. him, an 
told him, That though he deſerved. 
die for perverting his Lady to Hier | 
yet they had Compaſſion upon hi 
would only ſend him to do penance i 
a Slave in the Weſt Iudies, and bid (hi 
accept of it thanktal}y, and withog 
muttering z and thereup6n they delivered 
him to the Maſter of the Veſſel, of whom 
they received Twelve Crowns.  Aﬀee 
| w hig 
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which they returned, and gave an Ac- © * 
count they had thrown him with a great |} Th 
Stone about his Neck, from a fifty Foot 0⁰ 
Cliff into the Sea, and for it received the er 
Reward promiſed them. Nor was Bernard on 
unwilling to go with his new Maſter, find- 
ing Providence had changed the Death 
that was deſigned him, only into Slavery, 
from whence he might hope-in Time to be P. 
releaſed, But his Care was greater for th 
Deidamia than himſelf, for he had been W 
ſed to Misfortune, and inured to ſeveral of 
Hardſhips, And her Grief was no leſs, te 
hat ſhe found herſelf conſtrained (as ſhe [4 
ppoſed for his Safety) ſo abrupt'y to E 
part with the Man that had been an In- 1 
rument in the filling her Heart ſo full of | 


jeavenly Conſolations; and had not laid 
er Commands on him to write to her, or 
cherwiſe to give her ſecret Notice of his 
widing Place (that ſhe might have had 
rther Converſe with him, and been more 
by him in the Profeſſion of 
t Truth he had inſtructed her in, and 
hich ſhe was reſolved to abide by) till 
de found Means to reſtore him to his Place 


E 


Whalſt 


i - doubted not fo to juſtify her Proceedi 
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Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe 


Thoughts, Antonio having (as I before told 


wy gotten a Letter from her Parents to 
er, wherein they laid their Commands 
on her till her Lord's Return, as ſbe tender d 
the Favour of Almighty God, their Bleſſing, - 
and her own Honour and Safety, io be ruled. 
and guided in all Things by ber Spiritual 
Paſtor. (So, being ignorant of his Villainy. 
they termed this wicked Prieſt.). An 
whatever he perſuaded her to for the Good 
of her Soul, and Bodily Preſervation, readily. 
to comply with; to whoſe Care and Inte- 
grity, next to the Heavenly ProteRtion, they 7 
heartily recommend ber till ber Lord and 

Huſband came Home: This was ſigned by 
both of them. And Antonio having con- 
ſulted Fronovius about it, they both came 
boldly to her Apartment, when they 
knew ſhe was in Private, and preſented 5 
it to her, Charging ber to obey it as ſhe ten- 
dered her Safety : She no ſooner looked on 
it, but the aſked them ſo many Queſti- 
ons, that by Antonio's Replies, ſhe was not 
inſenſible, they had traduced her to her 
Parents; and after ſome juſt Reproaches, 
told them, It ſhould not be long, before 
The would go and plead her own Cauſe, and 
her | 


| 
| 
| 


& 
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her Parents, that the black Villainy of he 
baſe and treacherous Accuſers ſhould be un. 


able to fully the Brightneſs of her Inno. 
cence.” This at Grit ſtartled them; but be- 


"11g fully reſolved to proceed in their wick. 


ed Deſigns, they plainly told her, She waz 


at their Diſpoſal, and that they had Orders 


to carry her to a Nunnery, where ſhe ſhould 
be honourably uſed, but debarred from de. 
ſtructive Principles ſhe had lately imbibed, 
ti} her and their Lord returned, to take the 


Matter into his own Hands, and determine 


how he pleaſed to diſpoſe of her.“ 

This inſufferable Impudence of theſe Juft. 
ful Wretches ſtirred up her Zea to ſo 
much holy Anger and Deteſtation of what 
they propoled, that ſhe in a great Paſſion 
proteſted to Die a Thouſand Deaths, if it 


were poſſible, and by the moſt exquiſite 
Torments their helliſh Malice could invent, 

rather chan to be incloſed within the Walls 
ot a Nunnery, which ſhe was ſatisfied was no 


other than a Sink of Sin, and plauſible Co- 


© Jour tor L ewdneſs and Debauchery. But 
& they without replying, offering to force her 


- from the Cloſer, ſhe oppoſed her Strength 
| their Rudenels, crying out for 
195k to the reſt of her Servants z but Fro- 


nobis, who was the Steward and Gover» 


nor 


f he 
* un. 
nno. 
t be. 
vick. 
* Was 
ders 


nor of the Family, had ſo ordered the 
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Matter, that thoſe that immediately wait- 
ed upon her, were then out of Hearing; 
ſo that without any, other Interruption, 
than what her Contending gave them, they 
hurried her into a cloſe Chamber in the re 
moteſt Part of the Houſe, where they lock- 
ed her in, and went to conſult farther, how : 
they ſhould ſecretly convey her from thence, * 
whilſt ſhe (who expected, after ſuch Treat- 
ment, nothing but a Violation of her Cha- 
flity, and would much rather have embra- 
ced Death, and counted it a Favour) was- 
pouring out her Sou] to God, and im 
ploring his Help in this needful Time of 
her Trouble, and begging of him to ſtreng-" 
then her Faith, 'till on a ſudden, to al 
the Troubles and Afflictions of her Mind, 
ſuch Beams of Joy and Comfort darted 
into her Soul, that ſhe affured herſelf, 
„That that mercilul God, whoſe gra- 
cious Protection ſhe had been ſeeking, © 
would work out Deliverance for her in due 
Time“ r 4 
Theſe Conſpirators, by this Time, had 
come to a Reſult to rid themſelves, as they I 
thought, for eve from the tears they were 
in of their villainous Practices being dif- 
covered; which was this. IS 


y 


Fre. 


1 * 
ow" > 
- 
1 
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ſelf had ſeen it, he might have been puz. 


le a Servant attending him, Antonio and 
his Companion in Wickedneſs went to her 


Pardon for the Indignities 2 had offered 
would never in the like Nature offend, nor 


row for their Rudeneſs and Deſigns upon 


ö Frono vius delivered her the Letter, 1 in which 


ee Ae ions, that you Juffer not yours 
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Fronovius counterfeited a Letter in A 
lanſon's Hand fo very exactly, that if him. 


zled to diſtinguiſhed it from his own ; and 
having gotten two Ruffians ready, one dreſ. 
ſed in the Habit of an Officer, and the other 


with it, and falling on their Knees, with 
ſome forced Tears, humbly imp!ored her 


to her, beſeeching her to be their good I a- 
dy, notwithitanding their Follies, and they 


do any thing to diſoblige her; with many 
other Proteitations, and much feigned Sor- 


her Chaſtity, intreating her not to diſcover 
it to her Lord? 

' Whilſt Deidamia was wondering what an. 
that ſudden Alteration, in theſe who had 
lately ſo rudely treated her, might mean, 


ſhe read tneſe Words: Ju 


My Dear Deidamia, | 
HO” I know, that the Ncwws which 
| theſe Lines will acquaint you with, can. 
not be acceptable to you, yet conjure you by our 


4 1 


:- 
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is be diſturbed, but bear what I ſhall I“. 
aim · Neu wwith that Patience and Serenity of Mind 
puz- Nubich becomes you, as knowing it is our Duty 
and Yin all Things that happen to us, to ſubmit to 
Jref- the Divine Will. Know then, my lovely Dei- 
ther Wdamia, that in a late Encounter with a P 
of the Enemies, I happened to be wounded by 4 
a · Chance ſhot, which my Surgeon tells me i 
Mortal ;, and - fearing that it may be ſo, and *' 
defiring above all Things here below, to have 
ered I Sight of your dear Self before I depart aut 
I a- / ihe World, I have ſent the Bearer, Mon. 
they ¶ Durell. one of my Captains, to conduft you to * 
nor ¶ ne forthwith : Who is a Perſon of that Worth 
1any and Honour, that yo may truſt yourſelf with - 
Sor- ¶ him without the. Trouble of any Attendants \ 
pon ¶ but what be brings with him, becauſe I would 
over ¶ bave you come as ſptedily as may be : Which © 

is at preſent all from him, who is both in Lyfe = 
hat ¶ and Death, 


can, © You ever faithful Huſband, 
Charleroy, rr 


7 * DI AL Anau, | 


dich At the Reading of this ſhe trembled, ö 
can- locked pale, and ſhed Abundance of Ten 
po 14 the greateſt Diſorder and Cone!” 


fon imagnabe intreating Shy: to. 
70 D 
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fee the Party that brought it ; promiſing 
(on their renewing their Intreaties) not 
to diſcover their Wickednels, if by their 
future Demeanour they made an Amend. 
ment for what had paſſed; and they 
thereupon ſolemnly promiſed it, led her 
down into the Hall, where the pretended 
Captain and his Servant bowed very low 
to her; and being beforehand -iniruQted, 
anſwered all her Queitions ſo cunningly, 
that ſhe verily believed the Letter to 
come from her Lord, and that all he faid 
was true, defiriag them to refreſh them- 
felves, whilſt ſhe fitted. herſelf with other 
Apparel, and took ſome Jewels, Gold, 9c. 
along with her, Which done, and being 
about Four in th: Evening, the innocent 
Dove committing herſelt into the Talons 
of theſe bloody Vultures, mounted be- 
W hind the ſuppoſed Captain, who had his 
Anitructions not to Jer her ſee the next 
Morning Dawn. Antonio and Fronovius 
pretended much Sorrow at her Depar- 
ture, but inwardly rejoiced, that by this 
Stratagem they could gt her eaſily into 
the Trap, without Noiſe and Diſturbance ; 
which had they 
Force, her Cries might have brought 
| Reſcue, and prevented their villainous 
ra ' Purpoſes: 


gone about to do by 
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Purpoſes : The curſed Prieſt indeed would. 
have firſt raviſhed her by himſelf and his 
Companion, and then murdered her at 
Home; but the other, conſidering that it 
would be difficult to diſpoſe of the dead 
Body, contrived this Way. But I muſt 
leave them for ſome Time hugging them- 
ſelves in their Security, and follow the de- 
ceived Innocent. hi 

The bloody Cut throats having got the 

Prize, by her too much Credulity, into 
their Poſſeſfion, took all the By ways they! 
could, croſſing the Country, and holding 
her in Diſcourſe with many Things relar- 
ing to the War, and fo ſpun out the 
Time till the Sun was near ſetting, when 
coming into a Valley between two vaſt 
Woods, in a Place much unfrequented, 
they rode into one of them, at a Turn- 
ing of a narrow Way, where the ſuppoſed 
Captain ſtopped, and the Ruffian that 
rode ſingle alighted, and moſt ſurprizingly 
pulled Deidamia from behind him, who a 
i unexpected a Rudeneſs trembled, and 
began to ſuſpect the Treachery; nor was 
the other flow in diſmounting, when 
both together carried her farther into the 
Wood; upon this with piteous' Shrieks, 
and Cries, ſhe. demanded 7 
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Violence, but without replying, the Vit 


WW lain who had carried her, drawing his Sword 
directed it for the fatal Thruit, deſigning 


inſtantly to pierce her Heart; whilſt on her 
Knees ſhe. was imploring their Pity and 
Compaſſion, and intreating to know in what 


 fhe had offended, to make them ſo, void of 


Humanity toward: a diſtreſſed Lady, whom 
they had betrayed into that ſolitary Place, 
being convinced that her Lord had given 
no ſuch Commands: No, replied they, 


| that's true, nor do we know him, but Ante- 


nio and Fronovius have, and we muſt obey 


them; beſides, ycu are an Heretick, and 


ought not to live. 

Deidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed 
by her wicked Servants into the Hands 
of theſe mercileſs Villains; and ſeeing . 
nothing but preſent Death before her 
Eyes, ſhe poured out her Soul to God 1n 
vehement Petitions for Favour from his 
Hands, and that if he ſaw fit ſhe ſhould 
live no longer here, that he would re- 


ceive her into Life cternal z and that ra-. 


ther, if it were required, ſhe might ſeal 
her Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion, . 


In which ſhe had found ſo much heaven- 


+ FY G 
7 . 
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ly Conſolation, with her deareſt Blood, 


than be prevailed with to recant it, But 
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thou, O Lord, faid ſhe, who deliver'd'ſt 
Daniel from the Fury of the Lions, and the 
three Chrildren from devouring Flames, 
can'ſt, if thou wilt. in this great Extremi- 
ty, deliver me from thele Blood thirſty Men, 
whom I have in no manner injured : But 
be it as thou pleaſeſt, ſo that my departing _ 
Soul, when it leaves this mortal Body, may 
find Shelter in the Arms of thy Mercy. The 
Villains, who all this while had eyed her, 
and ſaw her lovely in her Tears, troubled + 
not themſelves abour her Religion, for their 
Buſineſs was to murder her; and therefore 
the pretended Captain ſaid, Lady! Our 
Time is ſbort, this Inſtaut you muſt die; 
berefore ſettle your Mind for the fatal. 
troke : To this ſhe made no Reply, but 
ontinuing on her Knees, with Fyes up- 
ited to Heaven, Sighs and Tears being the 
Language of her Suul, his impious Hand 
as about to give the fatal Thruſt, but che 
dther catched hold of his Arm, and ftopt © 
is Sword; and after that, they Whiſ. 
dered 3 but ſhe knew not what they 
aid, till their iargher Attempt revealed 


They had no ſooner done conferring, © 
otes, but they violently forced her on. 
er Back, and prepared to raviſn her 
D 3 75 firlt, 7 
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firſt, and then put her to Death: Hell 
Cries were upon this redoubled, and ſhe D 
begged Death rather than the Loſs of het w. 
Chaſtity, opening her Boſom, and tempt fe; 
ing their Swords to pierce it. But he 
Beauty in this ſorrowfu] Condition wa 
to charming in their luſtful Eyes, tha 
they were inexorable to her Cries and 
Prayers. O had Manſon been but ther 
with what Vengeance at this piteous Sigh 
would his Sword have been drawn tc 
their Deſtruction, and her Reſcue! By 
he being ignorant of the Wounds his den 
Lady was about to receive, Heaven in 
terpoſed for her Reſcue: For the VI 
lains fell at Diſcord, who ſhould firſt e 
joy herz and the Contelt grew ſo hot 
that they diſputed it with their Sword 
and in the Duel the pretended Captal 
(molt forward in the Miſchief ) was 
through the Pody, and with a ghaft 
'Groan yielded up his wicked Soul int 
the Hands of Death. The other bein 
forely wounded, and fainting throyg 
Loſs of Blood, gave Deidamia Time to Th 
farther into the Woods, wandering Wl; 
far, that, Night covering every Thi 
wich Darkneis, ſhe thought ſhe mig 

now reſt a little to recover Breath; alfſher 


i 
. 
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The FRENCH Convert. 71 
Hei ſo fat down upon the Ground: Tho? the 
_ ſhefÞ Dangers ſhe had fo lately eſcaped from 
her wicked Men, and thoſ that ſhe now 
mpt- feared from wild Bealts, would not a 
hei long Time ſuffer her to cloſe her Eyes; 
wal however ſhe ceaſed not with carneſt 
thai Prayers and Supplications to recommend 
and herſelf to God, and implore his Aid and 
here Protection; who by the late wonderfut 
Sigh Deliverance he had given ber, had ſuf. 
n t ficiently ſhewn her how able he is to fave 
Buff to the utmoſt, even in the Midſt of rhe 
dei greaſteſt Dangers. The Conſideration 
1 Il whereof was a mighty Allay to her 
Vil preſent Sorrows in the Midſt of that 
'{ eng forlorn Condition to which ſhe was re- 
duced; ſo that a little ſupported thereby, | 
be at laſt fell into a ſound Sleep, having 
ne other Pillow than a Turf of fort | 
Covering than the Canopy of Heaven, 
ws The Morning being come, Deidamia a» 
un gain returned Thanks ro God, both for. 
her late Deliverance, and her laſt Night's. * 
MF Preſervation ; earneſtly begging of him, 
T That as he had graciouſly begun to de- 
Wliver her, ſo he would in his own good 
un Time compleat it, to his 'own Glory and 
Mer Good; and, chat, though at preſent 
13 aber AMictions are not joyous but grie- 
D 4 vous, 
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F vous, yet, through God's over- -ruling 
F forth for her the peaccable Fruits d = 
F *Righteouſmeſls; humbly deſiring ſhe 
might be kept from harbcuring hard 


Ways, which ſhe had ſo lately embraced, 


. pathleſs, and folitary Place: But the 


and without Hopes cf getting out, 'Thefſ, . 


Providence, "they might afterwards brirg 


Thoughts of God, or of his Truth and 


notwithſtanding any Sufferings ſhe had wy 
or might meet withal upon that Ac- De 
count. And having thus recommended 
herfelf to God, ſhe reſolved, if it were 
pothble, to get out of that deſolate, 5. 


more ſhe thought to extricate herſelf, 4 
the more ſhe found herſelf entangled, 


Fruits, that at that Time of the Tear 
grew upon the Trees, ſupplied her with *,, 
Food: and the little purling Streams that T 
iſſued from ſome Springs in the Wood, 4 
ſupplied her with Drink; So that findingſ, 
it 5 to get away, ſhe was conten 

to tarry there, till the Providence of Goc 
ſhould find out ſome Way of Deliverance 
for her; being ſatisfied in this, That the 
Comſorts of Converſation, and other Co 
veniencics that ſhe uſed to have, were abun 
dantly made up in the Communian ſhe 
enjoyed with God, whoſe bleſſed Preſence, 
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as ſhe has ſince conſeſſed, did more than 
recompenſe for all her outward Wants. 
In the Poſſeſſion of which Happineſs We 
will leave her ior a Time, and look back 
to fee what became ot the ſurviving Ruf- 
han. f 

His Companion (as we have already 
heard) was Killed in their Conteſt, about 
which ſhould enjoy. cr rather raviſh | 
Deidamia firit; and he that ſurvived fainted 
away through Loſs of Blood, which (as 
we have already related) made Way for 
Deidamia's Eicape : But ke recovering in 
ſome little Time, found Means to ſtop 
ts Effuſion; and then, miſſing of Deida. 

mia, he made what Search he cou'd for 
her, not ſo much to ſatisfy his Luſt, 
(which his Loſs of Blood had pretty much 
allayed) as to take atray her i ife, that in 
Time to come ſhe might not be an Evi- 
dence of his Wickedneſs ; but not finding 


Companion, and returned to thoſe that : 
had ſet them to work, telling them, That 


Surprize, bad ſnatch*d away his on? s 
Sword, and fiain bim with it by an umlboted. 


for Thruſt : But that bimſelf had quickly re. 


;bun 
1 ihe 
CNCE, 


her after all his Search, he buried his 


Deidamia, toben ſhe found ſhe muſt die, by & : 


wnged it by ber own Death, and had butied' 
D 5 them- * | 


: * 


} 41 tall oh 


onver!, 


74 


This they believed, and gave him what 
they had promiſed, being mightily pleaſed 
that now they were, as they thought at 
' leaſt, out of Danger. 

Whilſt theſe Things were thus acted, 
Deidamia's Parents were exceedingly trou- 
bled, even to that Degree, that their Sleep. 
F departed from them; and thole little Slum- 
bers that they ſometimes got, were in- 
terrupted with firange and unaccountable 
E Dreams, which was alſo attended with 
an unuſual Melancholy, of which they 
could give no Account. This made 
them reſolve to enquire after Deidamia, of. 
LL whom they had heard nothing lince the Per- 
miſſion they gave to Antonio to carry her to. 
a Nunnery, 

But Frovonius and Antonio had been 
ſo cunning to prevent their Diſcovery of 
the Villäiny, that, for a Sum of Money, 
they engaged a certain Abbeis of Antonio's 
Acquaintarice, to acknowledge, when 
there ſhould be Occaſion, that Deidamia 
had been brought thither, but that ſhe 
had made her Licap? from thence, fo 
that ſhe knew not what was become of 
her, nor could give any Account of the 
Reaſon of it, but only by a Note that jhe 

had 


them both in a deep Pit to avoid Diſcovery. Þ 
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- had left behind her in her Chamber; which 
Note Fronovius, who, as we have already 


ſaid, had a notable Faculty at counerfteit- 
ing of Hands, had writ in a Hand fo 
like Deidamia's, that it could not be di- 
ſtinguiſned. They had allo given the 
Abbeſs a Ladder of Ropes, by which, it 
was pretended, ſhe had made her Eſcape. 
Fronovius and Antcnio, having ſo well laid 
their Deſign with the Abbeſs, kept Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Alanſon's Houſe, without Fear ory 
Controul. And therefore, when Deidamia's 
Parents came thither to equire after their 
Daughter, they received them with much 
ſeeming Courteſy and Kindneſs; and Fes 
novius told them, ** That though it had 


unhappily fallen out, that their Lady had 


been perverted to Hereſy ſince the Depat- 
ture of the Count her Huſband yer he had 
taken that Care of the Family, in his Lord's 
Abſence, which was conſiſtent with his Du 
ty; and that, as to his Lady, the Orders 
they had been pleaſed to give to Antonio, to 


| fend her to a Nunnery, had been punctuall 


obſerved and he hoped by that Means, a- 


gainſt the coming tome ot their Lord the "if 


might be again reconciled unto her Mother 
Church, out of whicy ther- is no Salvution.““ 4 


Tho? this Diſcourie of Fronovius Was very 


plauſible, 


1 

7 8 
plauſible, yet the Parents of Deidamia were 
not at all ſatisfied with it, but deſired to ſee 
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and diſcourſe with her in the Nunnery where 
The was; which Fronovius leemed ready to 
aſſent to, and with Antonio offered their 
Service to accompany them thither, telling 


them, they had given fo ſtrict a Charge to 


the Abbes, to prevent any Hereticks trom 
coming to her, that none might be admit- 


ted to peak with her, but themlelves, or by 
their immediate Order, 


The Parents, being for the preſent ſa- 


tisficd with this Anſwer, lay there that 


Night, big with the Hopes they had o, 


ſeeing their Daughter the next Day: Which 
being come, they went with Antonio and 
E  Fronovius to the Nunnery, but were ex- 
tremely ſurprized, when they came thither, 


ro hear the Abbeſs ſay, That the young 
Lady had been too hard for her, and, not- 


© withſtanding all her Care and Diligence, 


had found a Way to make her Eſcape but 


the Day before; and then led them into the 


Garden, ſhewing them the Ladder of Ropes 
by which ſhe got over the Wall ; and then 
having them into a Room that ſhe called 
her Chamber, gave them the Note which 


' Fronovius left with her, aſking her Parents 


_ 
| 1 


if they knew that Hand; they haſtily o- 
| pened 
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pened it, and thought verily it had been of f 
Deidamia's Writing: And then reading it, 
tound 1t to contain thele Words: 


2 AVING been forced to this Place 

againſt my Mind and Conſcience, let none 
be Mr. T5 that 1 have found a Means lo jet 
myſelf at Liberty: And am gone to him, 20ho 
no Doubt will right me of the Iijury done me 


by my treachergys Servants. 


DeiDAMIA. 

Her Parents, upon reading this Letter, 
believing it to be true, burſt forth into 
Tears for the Loſs of their Daughter, not 
knowing now in what tart of the Count 
to ſeek for her: The only Hope they had 
was, that ſhe was gone into Flanders to her 
Huſband ; to which Opiniqn Fronovius and 
Antonio both perſuaded them, from that 
Expreſſion in the Note, 1 am gone ts bim 
that will right my Injuries. Upon which, 
giving Fronovius a Chatge to be a faithful 
Steward in his Lord's Abſence; they returned 
to their own Houſe, where they writ the 
following Letter to the Count, and ſent it 
by an Expreſs to Flanders, : 


- 
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To the Count D- Alanſon, Colonel of H nic 
the Regiment of Picaray. 


Deareſt SON, 


T is not without unexpreſſble Grief that 

we write theſe Lines, which bring you 

\ the ſad Tidings of the greateſt Aﬀiittion thai 
ever befel you; and which, without the Di. 
Vine Aid, you will find it very hard to bear 
ut ] bope Heaven will ſupport you under it; 
it is in brief. the Lyſs of Peidamia; T d. 
not mean by Neath, for had Heaven ordain'd 
it ſo, that would have been far more eligible: 
But, alas! ſhe is loſt both to herſelf and all 
of us; and ſhe is, fince yonr Departure, per- 
verled to Hereſy, and turned an obſtinalt 
Eugonot; which whilſt we endeavoured. 10 


reclaim her from, by conſenting, on the Ad. 
vice of out Coeplain, Father A awonts, that 
foe ſhould te put Tio a ery, ſhe is eſcaped 
frem thence no one k,:5ws whither ; the Though! 
thereof has flled the Hearts of myſelf and Wife 
with ſuch unexpreſfible Grief and Sorrow, as 

' bath rendered us altogether unconſolable; our 
only remaining 1.ope is, that ſhe may be gone t0 
you; and tht, if you have not already, you may 
| Jet bear of ber in @ few Days; for be ft, 2 
| ; int 
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bind her in ber Chamber, at the Nan of 
St. Bridger's, whither Fronovius and Anto- 
nio condufted ber, the fle Note: 
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AVIN G been 13 to this Place 
1 againſt my Mind and Conſcience, 
jet none be troubled that I found Means 
to ſet myſelf at Liberty: And am gone 
to him who no Doubt will right me. of 
the Injury done me by my *fecherous. 
Servant, 


- 


3, 
Deidatya 
| — 0 . | 

It is this Note alone that gives us 
to bope that you may ſee her again; and 1 
pray God it may fall out accordingly, . And 
whenever ibis loft Sheep ſhall be found again, 
I doubt not but you will lay her in your Boſam, 
accor aing lo the Example of our great Shep- } 
berg, and by your wonted Love and Tender- » 
neſs towards ber. endeavour to reſtore her 
again to the true Fold and Church of Chriſt, - 
to whoſe holy. Protcttion I commit you, and fa 2 
farewe. | * 


J. MowTaAicn, 


"The Count Aanſon was lo tranſported 4 
vith Grief at the Keading of this Letter, 


that for ſome Time he remained ſpeechleſa 
| | Hig 


N 1 1. 
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His Trouble was too great to vent itſe f in 
Words, ſtill Waten being always the deepeſt: 
But ſoon after, his Sorrow gave itſelf Vent be 
in the moſt paſſionate and feeling Com- he 
raph and then calling for Pen and Ink, he 

e wilt the followirg Letter to his Fatt.er, th 


F 

Alanſon to Sieur Mantaign. | 
SIR, . 1 
Keccived your Letter, the Contents 5 
whereut have brought that Grief and Sor 

tow 10 my i{icart, that will continue there - 
forever, unlels the Sight of my deareſt Dej- 8 
damia removes it: Her being turned Hugonot N 


is not that which gives me much Trouble, 
it rather makes me think there is ſomething h 
of Good in thoſe Opinions, or elſe ſo much 
Goodneſs and Virtue, as that of Deidamia's, 
could never have embraced them. Had you 
but let her alone in my Houſe 1 had been 
happy (till ; but your endeavouring to re- 
claim her has been the Ruin of us both : I 
am ſo tranſported vith Griet and Anger, 
that I know not what to write, nor would I 
write at al“, but come away immediately, 
were it not for the Hopes you give from 
the Note found in the Ci:amber ot my dear» 
eſt Deidamia, that ſhe was gone to him that 
2 2 would 


1 2 
#5. 8 
** 


wouid ſoon right her Injuries, and that can 


their Daughter, but the Affedions of their 
leave them, and make Deidamia a Viſit in 


And living upon 
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be none but myſelf: might I but recover 
her again, ſhe ſhould not be miſtaken in 
her Thoughts. *Tis in Hopes of her coming 
that I am content to ſtay here a little longer: 


For it's Deidamia alone can make me hap- 
py. Farewel. ALANSON, 


The Meſſenger being returned with 4 
lanſon's Lætter, it adminiſtered freſh Grief 
to Deidamia's Parents, For they thereby 
found, that by their too eaſily yielding to 
Antonio's Deſigns, they had not only Joſt ©; 


Son- in-Law. In this State we will now 
her ſorrowful Solitude, | 
Deidamia, being in that lonely Place, 
each Day removed her Habitation, until 
at laſt ſhe found a Cave to ſecure herſelf - 
from the Injurics of the Weather; and it 
was a quiet Reſting Place to her in the 
Night-Seaſon, for by ſhutting up the 
Mouth of the Cave, ſhe covered herſelf : 
from all Danger; which ſhe looked upon, 
and thanked God for, as a great Mercy: 
| the Fruits that grew in 
the Wood (as I ſaid before) ſhe ſpent 
her Time wholly in Prayer and Medita- 


tion; 
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tion; and tho? her Diet and Lodging was 
extremely changed, yer her Health was 
both continued and increaſed, and ſhe found 
that Promiſe made good un;o her, As th 
Day is, ſo ſhall thy Strength be 

She had now lived almoſt four Months 
in this Solitude, and the Winter ap- 
proaching began to make the Woods 
uncomfortable, and the Cold extremely 
nipping : So that Deidamia was forced ct. 
ten to walk apace to get her a Heat, One 
Day, as ſhe had, waixd jarther than or- 
dinary, ſhe diicovered ſome Kind. of an 
obſcure Path the had not ſeen before, and 
tho* ſhe knew not whither it would lead 
her, ſhe was reſolved to follow the Track: 


+ She travellcd ſo far that Day, that it was 


in vain for her to think of rerurning to 
her beloved Cave, where ſhe had lain fo 
many Nights; and therefore making the 
beſt Shift that ſhe could, ſhe ſat down 


F upon the Ground, and recommending 


herſelf to the Almights:*s Protection, 
compoſed herſelf to Reſt; the next 
Morning ſhe aroſe as ſoon as it was light, 
and travelling forward, perceived her 
Path to be like that of the Juſt, which, 
the Wiſe Man tells us, fines more and 
more unto the perfect Day: And ſhe was 

er- 
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encouraged to go on, becauſe ſhe fancied 
ſhe heard the Barking of Dogs; and after 
travelling a little farther, the was well 
aſſured it was a real Thing, and not 4 
Fancy only; and therefore ſhe purſued 
her Journey the more eagerly. The Sun 
had not come to its Meridian, when ſhe 
heard an unuſual Ruſhing amongſt the 
Buſhes, and ſtanding ſtill to know what 
it might mean, ſhe perceived a grave 
old Man, with two Dogs following him, 
come from among the Trees. They were 
both alike ſurpred at the Interview; 
for the Old Man, having never ſeen any }. 
Human Creature .in that Place before, 
could not but be amazed to fee a Woman 
coming from the Midſt of the Wood; 
and therefore addreſiing himſelf to her, 
he inquired by what Misfortune ſhe came 
thither ? Intreating her not to be afraid, 
for ſhe ſhould receive no Harm from him: 
Deidamia, upon this, looking earneſtly 
upon him, and perceiving his Carr 

and Demeanour to be what bens 
Gravity of his Years, ſhe told him, S$hz 
was indeed in a wild Place, and knew not the 
May out again, To this the Old Man re-. 
plied, If ſhe would go with him to bis homely * 
Cot tage, his Wife would conduct ber out of 
the 


— 
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ber Life. 
be full of Gricf, they aſked her no more 


might not fall into ys great a Danger as 
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Deidamia preſently accepted 
of his Kindnels, and went with him, 
And after they had gone about the Space 
of a Mile, they came to his Houle, where 
the good Old Woman (who was fome- 
what ſurprized to ſee her Huſband bring 


84 


a Stranger along with him) roſe up, and 
received her very courteouſiy, deſiring 
her to fit down, and refreſh herſelf with 


ſuch homely Fare as their Cottage af. 
forded: Which ſhe did, and then aſked 
her farther how ſhe came into that Place. 
Deidamia deſired they would aſk her no 
Queſtions, for the Repetition of her Sorrow 
would but renew her Grief; only thus much 
ſhe would let them know, that her being 


| there alive was the Effect of God's Provi 
\ dence in delivering her from wicked and 


bloody-thirſty Men that ſought to take away 
Upon which, perceiving her to 


Weſtions, but finding her very weary, they 


led her into a homely but clean Apartment, 


to repoſe herlelf upon the Bed: Deiaamia 
was mighty thoughtful what this aged 
Couple might be; and whether or no, 
for her Apparel's fake, and that Gold, 
and thoſe Jewels ſhe had abcut her, ſhe 


chat 


tha 
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that ſhe had formerly cſcaped ; and tho* ſhe 
was at {irſt g. d of tneir Company, ſhe 
could have wiſhed herſelf in her beloved 
Cave again, ut her Fears were quickly 


Jover, when by a French ible, and other 


Books, {he found in her, Room, and 


Id the lrarty Frayers of the good Old 


Man ar Night, ſhe perceived they were 
Hugonots, who had flown into that ſolitary 
Retirement tor the ſake of their Keligion : 
This made her be much more free with 
them, bleſſing God for his Providence in 
bringing her thither, and reſolving to con- 
tinue there, till ſhe could meet with an 
Opportunity to return Home into the Arms 
of her deareſt Aanſon: And the Old Cou- 
ple having underſtood her Hiſtory more 
fully, by their Pity and Commuleration, 
made her Abode with them more ealy. 
And the Communion ſhe had with them in 
the Things of another World, weaned her 
trom this in a great Meaſure. So that here 
ſhe took up her Abode, and continued 
with them, not only that Winter, but the 

ar following, until ſhe was found out by 
der beloved Alanſon; to. whom it is Time 

at we now return. | 


o 
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The Count Manſon having tarried at 1“ 

the Camp a whole Month after the re. | /* 


ceiving of his Faiher-in-Law's Letter, in # 
| Expectation of ſeeing his deareſt Deida. tr 
mia, began now to be impatient of tar. | th 
rying any longer and indeed, during all I . 


th et Time, he was fo much changed in 
bis Carriage, Humours, and Converſation, wi 
that all thoſe with whom he uſed to con- 
verſe in the Camp, took Notice of it, he ef 


having abandoned himſelf to an extreme 
Melancholy; therefore deſiring of the I 
King to go Home, both for tne Recovery th 
of his Health, and for the ſettling ſome J 
Affairs in his Family, he ſoon obtained ” 


it, and ſoon after, though with a heavy 
Heart, arrived there, Where his firit He 
Buſineſs was to enquire after Deidamia, IP 
but none of the Servants could give any 
Account of her but Fronovius and Anlonio, 
who gave him the ſame Account that had 
been ſent him by his Father in-Law : To 
Which he ſternly afked them, How hey 

durft diſpoſe of * Lady and Miſtreſs, 
. Contrary to her Will, without his Conſent er 
Knowledge ? telling them, He feared, 'by 
' the Note ſbe bad written, it was their Trea- 
' cbery that was the Occaſion of ber 3 which 
if be could but be confirmed in, be mow 
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at | take Care they ſhould receive a Puniſhment 
ſuitable to the Greatneſs of their Crimes. At 
which Fronovius and Antonio began to 
4a. || tremble, and make the "beſt Excuſes for 
themſelves they could; alledging the Con- 
all | ent of her Parents for what they did, 
But that did not at all fatisfy Alanſon, 


Foy who ſoon diſcharged them from his Ser- 
on vice, and reſolved to Travel in Search 


he of Deidamia, though he knew not which 
Way to bend his Courſe: But after many 
the a tedious Journey, enquiting amongſt 
thoſe who were Favourers of the Pugo-. 
nots, he could hear no Tidings of her; 
ſo that full of Grief and Sorrow, he led 
a retired, melancholy Life in his own 
art Hauſe, abſenting himſelf from all Com- 
za, pany, and mourning like a Turtle that 
> had loſt his Mate, though his Friends, by 
all Means poſſible endeavoured to com- 
had ort him; . perſuading him to furceaſe his 
To Stief, for that it was probable Deidamia, 
they by ſome Misfortune, or other, was dead; 
eſe and therefore they adviſed him to think of 
* + ſecond Marriage, as that which would 
ſtore his former Gaiety, and make him 
orget Deidamia. But the more they en- 


leavoured to perſuade him, the more 4 
e was reſolved to the contrary; and 
there- 


5s 
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therefore to avoid their continued Impor- J 
tunities, he fixed his Reſolution once more I“ 
to travel in Queſt of her; which accord. 
ingly he did, but without Succeſs : And 1 
therefore he reſolved to return again to his 
oon Houſe, and there ſpend the Remain- h 
der of his Days in Solitude. 
But as he was returning Home, in hi: | 
Way, he met with a vaſt Concourſe of |? 
People, and demanding the Occaſion of 4 
it, he was told a Criminal was going to 2 
he broken on the Wheel, for a Murder 4 
he had commiited; upon which, Curio- P 
fity led him to fee the Execution : And 0 
getting pretty near, the Malefactor caſt I 9, 
his Eyes upon him, and ſtraightway knew 
him to be Alanſon, the Huſband of Deida. 
ma; and being ſmitten with Remorſe of 51 
Conſcience, he beckoned to Alanſon to come 
near, and humbly begged his Pardon for 
the Wrong he had done him. At this, 
Alanſon both ſtarted and fell a trem- 
bling, fearing it was for her Murder the 
Criminal was to die: But coming neater, 
the Malefactor aſked him, I he bad hears 
any News of his Lady ? And then in Tean 
conſeſſed, That bimſelf and another hat 
been bired to murder ber, to which End the 
carried ber into a Wood, (which he named} 
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ſhe eſcaped, be knew not; and that this was 


to him) but by a miraculous Prouidauce ſhe 
eſcaped out of their. Hands, that afterwards - 
be bad reported to-thoſe that ſet him to Work, 
that be had aftually murdered ber; for 
which be received the Reward, but which Way 


about two Tears ſince, The Count urged 
him to tell the Names of thoſe. that had 
ſo hired him; but he faid, He bad fworn 
upon the holy Sacrament of the Altar never 16 


diſcloſe them, and that he feared Damnation) 
if be ſhould: Only, ſaid he, 1his:1 may ſays: 
without breaking my Oath, were two: 
Perſons in whom you have put a great deal of 


Confidence, And then ſolemnly atteſted, ( 
That what he ſaid was the Truth, And ſoon 
after was executed, _ $2135.90 

This dying Criminal's Confeſſion ' con- 
firmed Alanjon, that Deidamia had been 
treacherouſly carried thither, either from 
his Houfe or the Nunnery ; and he no lon- 
ger doubted that Fronovius and Antonio 
were the Perſons that had hired Villians 
to murder her; and therefore, 


they had been removed from his Service. 
ſome Time, yer he was reſolved to pur- | 
fue them, in order to bring them (a 
Juſtice : But firſt he intended to make a 

Deidamia, n 


ireſh Search after 
r | E. " 


— 
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nal, having given him an Account where 


ſhe eſcaped from them; and therefore 
he thought (if ſhe was till alive ſhe 
might be ſomewhere in the Vicinity of 


that Wood: Towards that therefore he 


bended his Courſe, and being arrived in 
Sight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt a Place 
it was, he perceived it would be a diffi. 
cult Thing to find her, even though ſhe 
was there: Yet at his Entering in he con- 
ceived ſome Hopes in his Mind, that he 
ſhould not loſe his labour. Whereupon 
alighting; and giving his Horſe to his 


Servant, (who had attended him in all 


his melancholy Travels) and charging 
him'to attend there till he came back, he 
went into the Wood alone, and found 
himſelf entangled amongſt Thickets, Bri 
ars and Buſhes; yet ſtill he went on, 
ſearching every Cave and ſolitary Place, 


often calling out, Deidamia! till Darkneſs 


coming on, made him think of return- 
ing to his Man; but he found he. was gone 
too far to retreat back in Time, and 
therefore reſolved to go forward: And 
being, no doubt, guided by Providence, 
he ed upon that Cave where Dei- 
damia had fo often bewailed his Abſence, 
and mourned her own ſolitary State; 8. 
[ 


Cave, he 
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there he reſted his weary and tired Body 
for that Night, reſolving to purſue his 
Search the next Morning z which being 
come, juſt as he was going out of the 
perceived ſomething ſparkle 
very brightly on the Ground, which he 
ſtooped and took up; and looking on it 
in the open Light, he found it to be a 
Locket of Diamonds, which he had for- 
merly given Deidamia; and ſhe unwit- 
tingly had dropt there,” The Tidings of 
this filled him with ſome Tranſports of 
Joy, as looking upon it as an Earneſt of 
his goocl Succeſs in finding the Owner: 
Thereupon he often repeated her Name 
very loud, but could receive no Anſwer 
but by ſome broken Echos. And there- 
fore going on he knew not whither, 
but being directed by the ſame Provi- 
dence that had before conducted her to 
the Cave, When he had wandered ſo far 
that he was almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſud- 
denly fer upon by two whiffling Curs, 
which, upon offering to draw his Sword, 
ran away barking from him; which he 
purſuing came in a little Time to a Path, 
where he might diſcern the Foot: ſteps 
of human Creatures, which very much 
revived his Hopes, 2 encouraged him 

2 


ſtill 


Ne FRENCH Convert. 


90 


2 iven him an Account where 
— eſcape om them; and therefore 


he thou 4% (if ſhe-was till alive) ſhe 


might be ſomewhere in the Vicinity of Þ 


that Wood: Towards that therefore he 
bended his Courſe, and being arrived in 


Sight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt a Place 
it was, he perceived it would be a diffi- |. 


cult Thing to find. her, even though ſhe 
was there: Yet at his Entering in he con- 


ceived ſome Hopes in his Mind, that he |: 


ſhould not loſe his labour. Whereupon 
alighting; and giving his Horſe to his 
. Servant, 
his melancholy Travels) and charging 
him to attend there till he came back, he 
went into the Wood alone, and found 
himſelf entangled amongſt Thickets, Bri- 
ars and Buſhes; yet ſtill he went on, 
_—_— every Cave and ſolitary Place, 
oſten calling our, Deidamia! till Darknefs 
coming on, made him think of return- 
ing to his Man; but he found he was gone 
too far to retreat back in Time, and 
therefore reſolved to go forward : And 
being, no doubt, guided by Providence, 
he happened upon that Cave where Dei- 
damia had ſo often bewailed his 3 
and moarned her own ſolitary State; and 


PO 
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here he reſted his weary and tired Body 


© for that Night, reſolving to purſue his 


Search the next Morning z which being 
ome, juſt as he was going out of the 
ave, he perceived ſomething ſparkle 
ch he 
and took up; and looking on it 
the open Light, he found it to be a 
ocket of Diamonds, which he had for- 
erly given Deidamia; and ſhe unwit- 
tingly had dropt there.” The Tidings of 
this filled him with ſome Tranſports of 
Joy, as looking upon it as an Earneſt of 
his good Succeſs in finding the Owner: 
Thereupon he often repeated her ' Name 
very loud, but could receive no Anſwer 
but by ſome broken Echo's. And there- 
fore going on he knew not whither, 
but being directed by the ſame Provi- 
dence that had before conducted her to 
he Cave, when he had wandered ſo far 
hat he was almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſud- 
enly ſet upon by two whiffling Curs, 
which, upon offering to draw his Sword, 
n away barking from him; which he 
purſuing came in a little Time to a Path, 
where he might diſcern the Foot-ſteps 


of human Creatures, which very much 


revived his Hopes, and encouraged him 
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ſtill to go on; he had not gone far before we 
he diſcerned Smoke to iſſue from a ſmall | wa 


Cottage; to which as he approached pretty I ble 


near, he was again ſaluted by the furious I to 
Barking of thuſe Dogs whom he had bo- Co 
fore purſued. This was the Cottage where law 
Deidamia reſided, who, upon the Barking Jrec 
of the Dogs, looking out to ſee what was Jane 
the Matter, eſpied Alanſon coming towards [the 
her, and (the Idea of his Image being con- IA. 
tinually in her Breaſt) ſhe no ſooner ſaw fotl 
but knew him, and running into his Arms Ifie 
in an Exceſs of Joy, was only able to cry Pac 
out, Ab! my dear Lord, Alanſon! But Ex- n 
ceſs of Joy proves ſometimes fatal, and it Fai 
had like to have done ſo to Deidamia, for py 
ſhe immediately ſwoonded away in his Arms: Inę 


The Dogs ſtill continued their Barking, Ra- 


which alſ9 cauied the good Old Woman 
of the Cottage to fee what the Cauſe was, 
and was extreamly ſurprized to ſee a gen- 
reel Stranger there, and Deidamia fainting Þ 
in his Arms; however, ſhe made what 
Haſte ſhe could toendeavour her Recovery, 
deſiring Alanſon, to bring her into the 
Houſe; which he immediately did, tel- 
ling the | $009 Woman that he was. Dei- 
damia's Huſband, which ſhe. (being yeah 
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well acquainted with Deidamia's Story) 
was very glad to hear. It was a conſidera- 
ble Time before Deidamia could be brought 
to herſelf, which ſo much afflicted the 
Count, that he was almoſt ready to faint 
away himſelf. But, his Lady being again 
recovered, Alanſon, with a thouſand Kiſſes 
and endearing Expreſſions, aſſured her of 
the Truth, Reality, and Conſtancy of his 
Affections towards her; whilſt ſhe, on the 
other Hand, ſeemed to be the nioſt fatis- 
fied Creature in the World, in that ſhe 
ad once more ſeen her deareſt Lord Alan- 
n; defiring him not to be troubled at her 
ainting'away, ſince it was only occaſioned 
by the Exceſs of Joy ſhe conceived in lee- 
ng him again; and that Death itſelf would 
dave been eaſy to her upon ſo happy 
n Occaſion, and eſpecially dying in his 
Arms. wen” 

Whilft in this Manner they were ex- 
preſſing the Ardency of their Affections 
o each other, the good Man of the 

ouſe came Home ; and being told by his 
ife that Deidamia's Huſband was there, 
e was over-joyed z and courteouſly ſa- 


uted Alanſon, telling him, He was ſure he ; 


as a welcome Man there lo them all, but 
pecially to Deidamia, who had long 
33 mourned 


94 The FRENCH Convert. 
mou ned his Abſence, Alanſen kirdi h 
thanked him, and told him, he ſhould eve of! 
honour. him as the Refuge and Preſerveſ he! 
of his dear Lady. And after ſuch Civiliti 
on each Side paſſed, the good Woman ſe 
before him ſuch homely Refreſhment : 
- The had prepared on the Table: Alanſe 
eat but little, Deidamia's Preſence being 
more to him than all the Dainties in th 
World; yet perceivi-& with what coarſ 
Fare his Lady had been there contented 
he praiſed ker Humility, and wondered 
at- her Virtue. Dinner being cnded 
Alanſon was concerned for his Servant 
whom he had left in the Entrance of t 
Wood, and would have gone back ti 
him; but the good Old Man would b 
no Means let him, telling him he woul 
o himſelf, - becauſe he better knew t 
Way, and could more eaſily find it; and 
ſo taking his Dogs along with him, h 
went accordingly: The Man having te 
waited at the Entrance of the Wood 
h from the Time that his Maſter went int( 
it, till the next Morning, and hearing 
nothing of him, leaving his Horſes 1 
the Fields adjoining to the Wood, reſo 
ved to find him out; and having got 
good Way, he met the Old W 
wWhe 
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who was coming to him; and enquiring 
of him for his Maſter, whom he deſcribed, 
A he told him he had both ſeen, and was come 

from him, to conduct him where he was, 
J and that he had found his Lady; at this 
the Servant was very glad, and joy fully 
went along with him. After the Old 
Wing Gentleman was gone for the Servant, 
in thy the Count and his Lady went into the 
-oar'y Woods, and there ſhe gave him a parti- 
cular Account of all her Sortows. and 
deres Sufferings ſince his Departing from her, 
dec and the Reaſon of her ſtaying where' ſhe 
* was, 'Viz. The Old Gentleman not daring 
1. *J to go out of the Wood with her, he being 
7 a proſcribed Perſon; and to go without him 
was to endanger her own Life: Beſides, the 
YOu knew not how Audio might have ordered 
tn Matters, having the Pretence of Herefy to 
ang jay to ber Charge; and that hearing nothin 
, b of him in all this Time, ſhe thought his A- 
ing fections might have been eſtranged* From 
cod her. But Alanſon aſſured her to the con- 
ty trary, telling her, he could not but wonder 
tg at the unparallePd Villainy of Froncvius and 
Antonio, and that he had turned them out 
; of his Service ſoon after he came Home rom. 
ot che Camp. After which, the Old Gentle. 
mary man and Alanſon's Servant, being (as before 
E 4 related 
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related) arrived at the Cottage, the Evening yon /a 


was far ſpent, and ſo they all betook them- 


felves to Reſt. 


The next Morning, Alanſon was pre- 


paring for his Return home: but before 
they went, their aged Landlord would 
need have them ſtay and dine, and in 
Diſcourſe told him, He was once a Tenant 
of his Father's; but by cruel Edits was 
forced not only to leave that Farm, but 
his Paternal Inheritance z ſuffering the 
Spoils and Loſs of all, for the Sake of 
Chriſt and a good Conſcience z and in 
this ſolitary Retirement, has enjoyed 
more true Peace and Satisfaction, than 
in all the Pleaſure of his forepaſt Life. 
The Count then aſked him his Name? 
which he told him was De la Mont; up- 
on which he preſently knew and embra- 
ced him, ſaying, That tho" bimſelf was of the 
Romiſh Perſuaſion, yet he bad often pitied 
bis Sufferings; adding, That it was given 
out, be died in Priſpn, The pious Deida- 
mia, from this Diſcourſe, took an Occaſion 
to ſay, Ab! my deareſt Lord, you ſee what 
a cruel and mercileſs Religion it is that you 


profeſs, and which, through ths Goodneſs of 


God, I bave lately departed from. I am 
not ſurprized (ſaid Alanſon) at that. which 
| you 
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ningſen ſay, for I was informed in Flanders that 
em- ou had changed your Religion. I wiſh 10 

od, replied Deidamia, that yourſelf, my 
leareſt Lurd, was likewiſe made a Partaker 
f the ſame happy Change, Upon this 
onſ. De la Mont put in, and laid down 
uch weighty Reaſons for the Truth of 
he Reformed Religion, and againſt the 
Errors of the Church of Rome, that it en- 
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ouraged Deidamia farther ro go-on, and 
ew the Viſciouſneſs and Debauchery of 
he Romiſh Clergy, their bloody Princt- 
ples and perſecuting Spirit; ſo that A. 
anſon was forced to confeſs, that what 
was alledged againſt their Practices was 
true, but as to their Principles (abating 
that of Perſecution) he believed they 
might be miſtaken : Upon which Deida- 
mia replied, 1 am glad, my dear Lord, to 
nd you are againſt Perſecution ; I hope then 
ou will be willing 1 ſhall emoy the Liberty of 
my Conſcience, the only Happineſs I bave bad 
in this ſolitary Retirement; and that will 
never go about to compel me to go to Maſs, 
which I vill rather chuſe to die than do. Lo 


you this Alanſon replied, That be was no ſuch: 
F | Bigot as to think that thoſe that ſincerely 
am || worſhipped God, according to the beſt of 
ch heir Underſtanding, as he was confident 


E 5 Deidamia. 
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E Deidamia did) might not be accepted of him, 
though of an Opinion different from him- 
ſelf: And as to compel her to go to Maſs, 
if by Arguments he could not perſuade her 
to it, he ſolemnly promiſed he never would 
uſe any other Means. ; 

And being now ready to depart, Alan- 
fon offered J. a Mont Store of Gold for 
their Kindneſs to his Lady, while ſhe had 
been with them, which he abſolutely 
refuſed, ſaying, Her Converſation had been 
ſo agreeable, that they were the Perſons 
who had been obliged. So that Leave be- 
ing taken, and La Muant praying that God 
would gd along with them, and make 
their Way proſperous, they parted, and 
coming out of the Wood, the Servant 
readily. found the Horſes; and Deidamia 
getting up behind her Lord, they made 
the beſt of their Way towards Aanſon's 
F Houſe; where they were received with 
the Reoicing of their Acquaintance, and 
much more of her Parents, to whom in 
a Day or two they made a Viſit, Deidamia 
being received by them as one riſen from 
the Dead, And the Story of, their 
Daughter's Troubles being all related to 

them, they could not but admire. the 
| Providence of God, in. preſerving bats 


an 
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and wonder at th2 monſtrous Wickedneſs 
of Fronovius and Antonio: Who, upon 
their hearing of the Confeſſion of the 
dying Criminal, had withdrawn them- 
ſelves from their former Reſidences. And 

Antonio (the better to eſcape deſerved Pu- 

niſhment for his luſtful Attemps upon 

Deidamia*s Chaſtity) went privately, to 

the Biſhop of Rheims, and told him that 

Count Aanſon's Lady was depraved with 

Hereſy, in which ſhe was ſo much coun- 

tenanced by her Lord, that himſelf, for 
endeavouring to reclaim her, was turned 
out of the Family, and cut off from all 
Intereſt in it, and therefore came hum 
bly to beg his Protection againſt ſo pow- 
erful an Ad verſary, ſince what he had 
done, was only out of Zeal to promote 
the Catholick Religion. The Biſhop re- 
ceived him into his Protection, and writ 
a ſharp Letter to the Count about it z; 
who having received it, believed it Was 
done by the Inſtignation of Antonio, whom! 
he heard he had entertained ; and being 
troubled that ſo great a Villain ſhould 
find any Countenance from the Biſhop, 
he writ back again to know the Names 
of thoſe that had ſo injuriouſly informed 
him againſt his Lady: But the Biſhop 
| | | —  woulds 
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would not gratify him ſo far in his 
Deſires. This made the Count return 
him a ſecond Letter, written in a more 
angry Stile, declaring, That if he could 
not have Fuſtice from him, the King himſelf 
uld be acquainted with it, and by bim he 
would ſeek Redreſs, This fo nettled the 
Biſhop, that he ſent Examiners to his La- 
dy, to interrogate her about her Religion, 
of which the Count having ſome Intima- 
tion, ſent her to her Parents, who were 
extreamly troubled at theſe freſh Misſor- 
tunes, and mightily ſcandalized at the 
Villainy of Antonio, and the Biſhop's pro- 
tecting him from Juſtice, grew thereupon 
very cold in the Profeſſion of the Popiſh 
Religion, which ſo furiouſly perſecuted 
Inpocence ard Virtue, and countenanced 
the greateſt Wickedneſs: This the pious 
Deidamia wiſely improved, and fo effectual- 
ly wrought with them, by her warm and 
zealous Diſcourſes, that, thro? the Operati. 
on of God's Holy Spirit aſſiſting her, they 
were both brought over to the Embracing 
of the Trutb. wa 
The Biſhop's Examiners, being diſap- 
pointed, . returned back without their Er- 
rand; upon which the Biſhop threatened 
o excommunicate both Alanſex and his 
| Family; 
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Family; and was ſoon after as good as 
his Word. Upon this Alan/on polts away 
to the King, who was then at Marly, 
here he complained of the Injury done 
im by the Biſhop of Rheims, both in ex- 
ommunicating him, and protecting a vil- 
lainous Criminal from Juſtice. But it ſeems 
he Biſhop had been before-hand with him, 
and made his Complaint firſt: For the 
King received him very coldly, and told 
him, The Biſhop of Riiems was a good 
Man, and he left his Buſineſs wholly to 
him. On which Alanſon returned Home 
much ditcontented, and found that in his 
Abſence freſh Search had been made in his 
Houſe for his Lady, though without Suc- 
ceſs. Then he went to the B.:ſhop himſelf, 
and boldly charged with him entertaining a 
wicked VFcrſon, to the Prejudice of his 
Honour; telling him who he was, and 
declared his Crimes, deſiring he might 
be brought forth, and his Lady ſhculd 
appear. But the Biſhop refuſing this, and 
telling him, His Lady was accuſed of 
Herety, and he of countenancing it; the 
Count in a Kind of Holy Anger, told 


him, That Religion could not be of God, 


which encouraged Villainy, and ſought the 
Deſtruction of them that were virtuous At 
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this the Biſhop ſtormed, and told him, 
That he ſbouid be anſwered in another Man- 
ner. And ſoon after, he had ſecret Notice 
from Court, That upon a freſh Com- 
plaint of the Biſhop's, both he and his Lady 

were proſcribed as Hugonots; and that, not- 
withſtanding his Friends Interceſſion, and 
his own former Merits, his Places were ta- 
ken away, and his Eſtate ordered to be ſeiz. 
ed, as a Terror to others.“ Alanſon, finding 
himſelf unable to withſtand this Storm, 
packed up the richeſt of his Effects, and 
privately ſent them to his Wife's Father, 
where ſhe was all this while concealed, 
and then followed after himſelf. Where, 
having declared the great Injuſtice he had 
met withal, contrary to all Religion, Ho- 
nour, Honeſty, and Conſcience, he then 


told his Relations he was reſolved by God's 


Help to embrace that Religion, for which 
| he had been a Sufferer before he was a 
t Profeſſor ; For that Religion could. not 
be of God, that did ſo evidently ſet up the 
+ Kingdom of the Devil. At which they all 
| rejoiced, 
| who-paſſionately embracing him, faid, 
Her Father and Mother were of the 
ſame Mind with him.” 


Was the more encouraged. But leſt their 


| Ad- 


and Deidamia more eſpecially; 


At which Alanſon 
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JAdverſaries ſhould come thither to ſearch”? 
for them, they withdrew into a ſmall. Vile © 
lage and lived obſcurely, while Mentaign 


could hear of a convenient Veſſel to tranſ- 
port them into a Country where they might 
enjoy more Liberty. 

You have before heard how Bernard , 
the Gardener was fold to a Maſter of a 
Ship belonging to one of the French Plan- 
tations in the M eſt- Indies; before we con- 
clude, we will briefly ſhew how God's Pro- 
vidence watched over him for Good alſo. 
In his Voyage at Sea they met with fo ex- 
traordinary a Storm, that all expected pre- 


ſent Death; but Bernard was very calm, 
I putting up his fervent Prayer to Almighty 


God, 
Serenity and Calmneſs. 


which was followed by a very great 
his made the 


. | Maſter have a Reſpect for him, and often- 


times diſcourſed with him, his Beha» 
viour being always ſober, and his Die 
courſe ſavoury, The Malter having made 
his Voyage, fold Bernard for a Slave, and 5 
having ſtaid there about two Months, re- 
turned again to France, but the Diſcourſes 
and Behaviour of Bernard had made ſo 
deep an Impreſſion in his Mind, that he was 


greatly troubled for having fold him, in- 


ſomuch that he could I 09 reſt, until he had 
taken at} 
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taken a folemn Reſolution, the next Voyage 
he made, to bring him back; and accord- 


ingly the next Year making another Voyage 
thither, he made it his Buſineſs to enquire | 
after him, and having found him, aſk'd if 


he was willing to have his Liberty, and re- 
turn to his own Country ? Bernard replied, 
he never was in Love with Slavery; but 
was contented under it whilſt God's Provi- 
dence ordered it ſo; but if he might have 
his Liberty, he would chuſe it rather, 
Whereupon the Maſter paid his Ranſom, 
and brought him back to France; nor was 
he a Loſer by it; for as a Recompence for 
his Kindneſs it pleaſed God to make Bernard 
an Inſtrument to open his Eyes, and brin 
him to'the Acknowledgment of the Truth. 
Bernard being again got into his own Coun- 
try, made it his whole Buſineſs to enquire at- 
ter the Welfare of Alanſon's Fundy. and 
being told of the Sufferings that had Jately 
befallen them, he was extreamly grieved, 
| tho? at the ſame Time he could not but re- 
joice that they ſuffered in ſo good a Cauſe. 
And ſpeaking of them to ſome of his Old 
Chriſtian Friends; he was told by one of 
them, that both the Count and his Lady 
lived obſcurely and in Diguiſe in the neigh- 


bouring Village, and that if he had a Mind 


to fee them, he would give him a Note to 
| | the 
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ge | the Gentleman of the Houſe, upon Which 
he ſhould: have Admittance to them; oro 
Ltherwiſe they would not be ſpoken with by 7 
Fany one. Bernard gladly accepted of his 
1 Friend's Kindneſs, and ſtraightway went to 
the Houle, and delivered the Gentleman the 
d, Note; the Purport of which was this, That be 
ut | bad known the Bearer many Years for a faiths | 
i= Mul Friend and Brother, and that he had been 
„e formerly a Servant of the Count Alanſon's, 
r. | and bad a great Deſire to ſee his Lady, which 
1, | be might ſafely let bim do. Upon reading this 
as Note, the Gentleman deſired him to come 
* in, and ſent up one of his Servants to ac- 
1 | quaint Deidamia there was one below deſired 
g | to ſpeak with her; upon which Bernard 
1, | was preſently called up; Deidamia was 
1- | mightily ſurprized to ſee Bernara, whom 
ft. | ſhe thought ſhe ſhould never have | ſeen 
4 | more, and very much rejoiced at it; intro« 
y | ducing him to her Lord, and afterwards 
x to her Parents, who all made very much 
.. | of him, and were glad to ſee him, And 
> | having coinmunicated the various Provi- 

4 | dences of God to one another ſince they 
f had been parted, they all bleſſed the Lord 

y for his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful 

* Works to the Children of Men. And 
4 - | afterwards conſulted how to procure 4 
0 : Veſſel 7 
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wc convey them out of Danger. Ber. 
E 1 them an Account, that the Ma- 
Ker. o 


the Veſſel which brought him back 


1 France, was alſo converted; and that 


now his Veſſel lay ready to fail for Den- 


4 mark, and he was ſure he would be glad to 
ſerye them, To this they all agreed; and 


thereupon Bernard went immediately to 


the Maſter of the Ship, who readily con- 


ſented to carry them, and ordered their 
Goods to be brought preſently, and them- 


"ſelves to come aboard at Midyight; at 


in quality of their Servant; and ſoon after, 


the Wind ſerving, they ſct fail for Den- 


mark ; where being arrived, and tarrying a 


few Days, they hired a Dutch Veſſel to 


carry them to Rotterdam, and from thence 


they went by Boat to Utrecht, which being 


a pleaſant Place, and a very good Air, they 
reſolved to ſettle there. | 


Thus, Caurteous Reader, thou haſt had 


a. brief, but true Relation of the Mercy 
and Goodneſs of God to that Noble Fa- 
mily, which is the Subject of this Nar- 


rative: And he that reads it throughout 
ſeriouſly, will find Cauſe to make the ſame 


Ob- 


Which Time Bernard conducted them to. 
the Ship, and then went aboard with them 


| 


. ons; and here you have ſeen how God has 


to raviſh her, for which he was hang fg 


"1, 
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Obſervations that David did of old. *1 
the perfect Man, and behold the bel 3 
for the End of that Man is Peace.“ NAY q 
the Apoſtle St. James farther cxemplinie 
in his Epiſtle,  ** You have heard. of wal 
Patience of Job, and have ſeen the End 
the Lord, how he is very pitiful and 
tender Mercy.” Here you have ſeen the 
great Diſtreſs of Dejdamia, and here you 
have ſeen the G eſs of God in her De- 
liverance. Here you have ſeen the County 
Alanſon rifled of all his Eſtate and Poſſeſſi 


graciouſly made it up, in giving him that 
Faith which is far more precious than the 
Gold which periſheth. | 
But I cannot conclude without giving 
you an Account of the Judgment of Gail 
upon Fronovius and Antomo, that others maß, 
fear and give Glory to God. 1 
Fronovius, after the Seizure of Anil 
Eſtate, and his Departure into Ho/laud, = 
turned into thoſe Parts, but finding H 
ſelf hated by all Men for his Villainy, ns 
retired into Normandy, where ſolliciting Wi 
Landlord's Daughter to yield to his Luft 
and ſhe refuſing it, he wok an Opportunity 


without the Gates of Roan. E-: 
1 
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* as for Aon, the? he eſcaped ke 
Nee of Man, be could not elcape the 
Wement of God, for falling diſträcted a 
| tle Time after, he confeſſed it was God's 
judgment upon him for the Miſchief he 
ad wrought againſt his Lord Manſon, and 
| tis virtuous Lady; ſaying,, ** They had 
taken a Way to be ſaved, but he was ſure 
be damned; and fo daſhing out his own 
f Brains againſt a Wall, he died miſerably.“ 
Pech of them Verifying the Words of the 
pired Penman, ** Is not Deſtruction to the 
Wicked, and a ſtrange Funiſhment to the 


Workers of Iniquity.“ 
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